
An airtanker drops retardant on a wildfire burning nearLakeport; Calif., on Monday, July 30, 2018. 
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Trump, Conte express alignment on immigration at White House 



Resident Donald Trump waves after a news conference with Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte in the East Room of the White House, Monday, J uly 30,2018, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


By KEN THOMAS 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Two 

political outsiders, President 
Donald Trump and Italy's 
new premierexpressed soli¬ 
darity on migration issues 
Monday as they showed 
signsofa fledgling alliance 
at a time when the U.S. has 
dealt with strained relations 
with European leaders. 
Trump greeted Italy's Gi¬ 
useppe Conte as "my new 
friend "and said they bond¬ 
ed at the recent G7 meet¬ 
ings in Canada, crediting 
the prime ministerfortaking 
a 'firm stance on the bor¬ 
der." Ihe president said the 
U.S. and Italy would pursue 
a new strategic dialogue 
on security issues, terrorism 
and immigration. 

"We are both outsiders to 
politics Can you believe 
it?" Trump said during a 
joint news conference with 
Conte. Trump said both 
were "determined to pro¬ 
tect the rights and needs 
and interests and dreams 
of our citizens and we will 
do that." 

Italy under Conte's new 
government has pushed 
for the European Union to 
accept tens of thousands 


of migrants coming across 
the Mediterranean Sea ev¬ 
ery year. The meeting fol- 
lowsa recent standoff over 
a private aid boat carry¬ 
ing more than 200 people 
who were rescued at sea. 
Italy, Malta and France all 
refused to let the vessel dis¬ 
embark. 


Trump welcomed the 
prime minister to the White 
House forthe first time since 
Conte came to power in 
June, bringing together 
two outsider leaders who 
have emerged from popu¬ 
list waves within theircoun- 
tries. 

Conte leads the euroskep¬ 


tic coalition of the 5-Star 
Movement, which consid¬ 
ers itself anti-establishment, 
and the right-wing, north- 
based League party. 

Trump last week avoided 
escalating a trade dispute 
with the European Union 
and his administration is 
expected to begin nego¬ 


tiations quickly on avoiding 
tariffs on automobiles and 
removing trade barriers. 
But it followed tensions be¬ 
tween the U.S. and EU over 
trade and the transatlantic 
alliance. 

During their talks, Trump 
noted the U.S. trade deficit 
with Italy, a member of the 
EU, and said he was certain 
"we'll straighten that out 
pretty quickly." 

Conte, in his remarks, said 
both he and Trump were 
leading "governments that 
represent change, they 
were chosen by citizens to 
change the status quo." 
He cited Italy's "innovative 
approach" on immigration 
and expressed support for 
Trump's recent talks with 
Russia Vladimir Putin. 

Prior to the meeting, the 
White House referred to 
Italy as an important NATO 
ally and a key partner to 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. Trump thanked 
Italy for its contributions 
on the fight against the Is¬ 
lamic State and NATO ef¬ 
forts in Afghanistan and 
later pointed to his push for 
NATO allies to spend more 
on defenseO 


Sessions: U.S. culture 'less 
hospitable to people of faith' 



Attorney General Jeff Sessions, left and Deputy Attorney 
General Rod Rosenslein, puttheirhandsovertheirheartasthey 
sing the National Anthem during a Religious liberty Summit at 
the Departmentofj ustice, Monday, J uly 30,2018. 

Associated Press 


By ERIC TUCKER 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

American culture has be¬ 
come "less hospitable to 
people of faith," Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions said 
Monday in vowing that the 
Justice Department would 
protect people's religious 
freedom and convictions. 
Sessions spoke at a J ustice 
Department summit on re¬ 
ligious tolerance at a time 
when courts have been 


a sked how to ba la nc e a nti- 
discrimination laws against 
the First Amendment's reli¬ 
gious freedom guarantees. 
He also announced the 
creation of a "re ligio us liber¬ 
ty task force" to implement 
Justice Department guid¬ 
ance on respecting and 
accommodating religious 
beliefs, including those of 
department employees. 
Conservative groupsimme- 
diately praised Sessions for 


promising to protect deep¬ 
ly held religiousconvictions, 
though critics of the Trump 
administration have re¬ 
peatedly voiced concerns 
that the attorney general's 
stance undercuts LGBT 
rights and favors the rights 
of Christians over those of 
other faiths. 

Sessions, the country's chief 
law enforcement officer, 
warned Monday of a "dan¬ 
gerous movement" that he 
said was eroding protec¬ 
tions for religious Ameri¬ 
cans 

He asserted that"nunswere 
being forced to buycontra- 
ceptives" — an apparent, 
though not fully accurate, 
reference to an Obama 
administration health care 
policy meant to ensure 
women covered by faith- 
based groups' health plans 
have access to cost-free 


contraceptives. Religious 
groupsthatchallenged the 
policy argued it violated 
their beliefs 

Ihe Supreme Court opted 
in 2016 to not resolve that 
dispute, asking lowercourts 
to take another look in 
search of a compromise. 
Sessions also objected to 
members of Congress ask¬ 
ing judicial and executive 
branch nominees about 
their religious dogma. And 
he praised a Colorado 
baker who refused to make 
a cake fora same-sexcou- 
ple in a case that reached 
the Supreme Court and 
ended in hisfavorthisyear. 
That baker, Jack Phillips, 
waspartofa paneldiscus- 
sion at the J ustice Depart¬ 
ment summit. 

"Let'sbe frank: A dangerous 
movement, undetected by 
ma ny but rea I, is now c ha I- 


lenging and eroding our 
great tradition of religious 
freedom. There can be no 
doubt. It's no little matter. 
It must be confronted in¬ 
tellectually and politically 
and defeated," Sessions 
said. 'Thiselection, this past 
election, and much that 
has flowed from it, gives us 
a rare opportunity to arrest 
these trends and to con¬ 
front them. 

"Such a reversal will not 
just be done with electoral 
victories, however, but by 
intellectual victories," he 
added. 

Sessions, a Methodist and 
former Republican senator 
from Alabama, has made 
protecting religious liberty 
a cornerstone agenda 
item of his Justice Depart¬ 
ment— along with defend¬ 
ing freedom of speech on 
college campusesQ 
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Wildfires barrel towaid Northern California lake towns 



A firefighter with Cal Fire Mendocino Unit walks a long a containment line asa wildfire advances 
Monday, J uly 30, 2018, in Lake port; Calif. 

Associated Press 


By MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ 
and SUDHIN1HANAWALA 
LAKEPORT, Calif. (AP) 

A pair of wildfires that 
prompted evacuation 
orders for nearly 20,000 
people barreled Monday 
toward small lake towns in 
Northern California, and 
authorities faced questions 
about how quickly they 
warned residents a bout the 
largest and deadliest blaze 
burning in the state. 

Ed Bledsoe told CBS News 
he did not receive any 
warning to evacuate his 
home in the city of Redding 
before the flames came 
through last week and 
killed his wife, Melody, and 
his great-grandchildren, 
5-year-old James Roberts 
and 4-year-old Emily Rob¬ 
erts 

"If I'd have any kind of 
warning, I'd have never, 
ever left my family in that 
house,"Bledsoe said. 

Shasta County Sheriff Tom 
Bosenko told the network 
there's an investigation into 
whether the Bledsoe home 
received a warning call or 
a knock on the door. Ihe 
sheriff cited evidence that 
door-to-door notifications 
were made in the area. 
Bosenko did not return a 
message from The Associ¬ 
ated Presson Monday. 

The dispute came as au- 
thoritieson Sunday ordered 
evacuations around twin 
fires in Mendocino and 
Lake counties, including 
from the 4,700-resident 
town of Lakeport, a popu¬ 
lar destination for bass an¬ 
glers and boaters on the 
shores of Clear Lake, about 
120 miles (195 kilometers) 
north of San Francisco. Ihe 
blazes have destroyed six 
homesand threaten 10,000 
others. So far, the flames 
have blackened 87 square 
miles (225 square kilome¬ 
ters), with minimal contain¬ 
ment. 


Those fires were among 17 
burning across the state, 
where fire crews were 
stretched to the limit. 

"We have experienced fires 
the last four years, and so 
we're very aware of what 
can happen with fires and 
the damage they can 
cause," Lake County Sheriff 
Lt. Corey Paulich said. 
Derick Hughes II did not 
heed the order and re¬ 
mained behind at his prop¬ 
erty in Nice, California, 
where he ran sprinklers on 
his roof and removed yard 
plantsthatcould catchfire. 
The 32-year-old Marine 
Corps veteran sent his 
wife and two daughters to 
safety a long with three car¬ 
loads of belongings. But he 
said he had too much at 
stake to leave himself. He 
bought his three-bedroom 
house last yea rusing a loan 
from the Department of 
Vetera ns Affairs. 

'This is everything I bled for, 
and I've worked really hard 
to get to where I am, and 
I'm just not willing to give it 
up so easily," he said over 
the phone. "Some people 
may think that's selfish of 
me, and I have insurance. 
But the way things go, I'd 
rather not sta rt over." 
Hughes said about five 
of his neighbors also dis¬ 
obeyed the evacuation 
text alert they got Sunday 
evening to protect their 
homes and keep looters 
out. 

Farther north, police said 
five people were arrested 
on suspicion of entering ar¬ 
eas evacuated due to the 
explosive wildfire around 
Redding. 

That blaze killed six people 
and destroyed 723 homes. 
Authorities were also inves¬ 
tigating at least 18 reports 
of missing people, though 
many of them may simply 
have failed to check in 
with friends or family, po¬ 


lice said. Fire officials were 
hopeful that they could 
make progress contain¬ 
ing the blaze. The fire that 
threatened Redding — a 
city of about 92,000 — was 
ignited by a vehicle prob¬ 
lem a week ago about 10 
miles (16 kilometers) west 
of the city. On Thursday, it 
swept through the historic 
Gold Rush town of Shasta 
and nearby Keswick, fu¬ 
eled by gusty windsand dry 
vegetation. It then jumped 
the Sacramento River and 
tookoutsubdivisionson the 
western edge of Redding. 
"It wasn't expected to travel 
that fa rtha t fa st," C a lifomia 
Depa rtment of Forestry a nd 
Fire Protection spokesman 
Scott Me lean said Monday. 
The fire slowed down as 
winds subsided, and crews 
were able to get into 
neighborhoods to prevent 
embers from taking out ad¬ 
ditional homes, he said. 
Bledsoe said he did not 


know his home was in dan¬ 
ger when he left his wife 
and great grandchildren 
to run an errand on Thurs¬ 
day. He said he received a 
phone call from his wife 15 
minutes after he left saying 
he needed to get home 
because the fire was ap¬ 
proaching. He said one 
of the children told him 
the blaze was at the back 
door. When he tried to re¬ 
turn, the road was blocked 
and flames prevented him 
from returning on foot. 

The sheriff has said the fire 
was moving fast, but au¬ 
thorities still alerted resi¬ 
dents in a variety of ways, 
including going door-to- 
doorand using loudspeak¬ 
ers on emergency vehicles 
Authorities also use elec¬ 
tronic warning systems, 
including an emergency 
alert system that is repeat¬ 
ed by local news media 
and an automated calling 
system that can be tar¬ 


geted to phones within a 
geographic area. Another 
method known as the Inte¬ 
grated Public Alert & Warn¬ 
ing System can be directed 
to any cellphone within 
reach of a particular trans¬ 
mission tower, said Sherry 
Bartolo, operations man- 
agerforthe Shasta County 
dispatch center. 

The drawback of the auto¬ 
mated calling system isthat 
it is designed to dial land¬ 
lines, but cellphone users 
must register their phones 
if they a re to receive alerts, 
she said. 

The dispatch center put 
out more than 18 emergen¬ 
cy alerts between Thursday 
evening and midday Fri¬ 
day, Bartolo said. 

The centerusually haseight 
dispatchers on duty, but 
overnight Thursday had at 
least 12, along with four 
supervisors and three man¬ 
agers who worked through 
the night, she saidO 
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Democrat Mane hin undecided on Kavanaugh after2-hourmeeting 



Supreme Couit nominee Judge Brett Kavanaugh, Resident 
Donald Tiump's choice to replace retiring Justice Anthony 
Kennedy, arrives for a private meeting with Sen. Joe Mane hin, 
D-W.Va., a member of the J udiciary Committee, on Capitol hill 
in Washington, Monday, J uly 30, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By KB/IN FREKING 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

first Democratic senator 
to sit down with Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kava¬ 
naugh said Monday he's 
not ready to say how he'll 
vote, but Kavanaugh did 
pickup the backing of Ken¬ 
tucky's Rand Paul, the only 
Republican in the narrowly 
divided Senate to have 
outwardly wavered in pos¬ 
sible support. 

Paul said he will back Ka¬ 
vanaugh despite misgiv¬ 
ings about the judge's 
views on surveillance and 
privacy issues Few had ex¬ 
pected Paul would oppose 
President Donald Trump's 
choice in the end. 

Ihe endorsement gave Ka¬ 
vanaugh a boost as he sat 
down for two hours with 
Sen. Joe Manchin of West 
Virginia, one of a handful of 
Democratic senators seen 
as potential swing votes in 
the confirmation fight. 
Manchin said afterward 
that would not make a final 
decision on Judge Kava- 
naugh's nomination until "I 
complete a thorough and 
fair examination of his can¬ 
didacy." 

Manchin said they talked 


about health care, but did 
not elaborate on specific 
questions and responses 
Manchin has stressed that 
he wants the courts to pro¬ 
tect the Affordable Care 
Act's protections for peo¬ 
ple with pre-existing health 
conditions. 

'The Supreme Court may ul¬ 
timately decide the fate of 
pre-existing conditions pro¬ 
tections for nearly 800,000 
West Virginia ns and will per¬ 
sonally impact everyone 
who knows somebody with 
a pre-existing condition," 


Manchin said. 

Brianne Solomon, a teach¬ 
er from Ashton, West Vir¬ 
ginia, was one of a hand¬ 
ful of constituents who met 
with Manchin shortly after 
the Kavanaugh visit. She 
said an aide told the group 
thatManchin spent most of 
the meeting stressing to the 
nominee the importance 
of health insurance cover¬ 
age forWest Virginia nswith 
pre-existing conditions. 
Solomon is working with 
the coalition Protect Our 
Care, which is defending 


the health care law put 
into place under President 
Barack Obama. Solomon 
said she suffers from three 
pre-existing conditions, in¬ 
cluding asthma, which isan 
illnessherson hasaswell. 
"He doesn't deserve to be 
denied access to health 
care because I passed 
something onto him geneti¬ 
cally," Solomon said. 
Manchin was one of three 
Democrats who voted to 
confirm Trump's first Su¬ 
preme Court nominee, Neil 
Gorsuch. Sens. Joe Don¬ 
nelly of Indiana and Heidi 
Heitkamp of North Dakota 
were the others All three 
are up for re-election in 
states Trump easily won in 
2016. 

Republicans have a nar¬ 
row 51-49 majority in the 
Senate. With the absence 
of Sen. John McCain, R- 
Ariz., who is fighting brain 
cancer, they cannot afford 
to lose a single Republican 
vote if all Democrats vote 
"no." 

Sens. Susan Collinsof Maine 
and Lisa Murkowski of Alas 
ka are the only two Repub¬ 
licans viewed as possible 
no votes on Kavanaugh's 
confirmation. Both say they 
haven't made a decision 


yet. Both senators support 
abortion rights, and liberal 
advocacy groups are ar¬ 
guing that Kavanaugh's 
confirmation would un¬ 
dermine Roe v. Wade, the 
1973 Supreme Court deci¬ 
sion. 

Paul had let Trump know he 
preferred other potential 
Supreme Court nominees 
he viewed as more conser¬ 
vative. He had expressed 
concern over Kavanaugh's 
record on warrantless bulk 
collection of data and how 
that might apply to impor¬ 
tant privacy cases 
Paul, who met with the 
nominee last week, said 
he hoped Kavanaugh "will 
be more open to a Fourth 
Amendment that protects 
digital records and prop¬ 
erty." 

Yet he also said his vote 
doesn't hinge on any one 
issue. "I believe he will care¬ 
fully adhere to the Consti¬ 
tution and will take his job 
to protect individual liberty 
seriously," Paul said. 

Trump thanked Paul with 
a tweet 'for your YES on a 
future great J ustice of the 
Supreme Court." 
Republicans hope to con¬ 
firm Trump's nominee by 
fall. □ 


California's fiery foimer 
congressman Ron Dellumsdies 



In this Nov. 17, 1997 file photo Democratic Rep. Ron Dellums 
raises his fist while announcing his retirement from Congress at 
a news conference in Oakland, Calif. 

Associated Ftess 


By KATHLEEN RONAYNE 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— Ron Dellums, a fiery an¬ 
ti-war activist who cham¬ 
pioned social justice as 
Northern California's first 
black congressman, died 
Monday from cancer, ac¬ 
cording to a longtime ad¬ 
viser. He was82. 


Dellums died at his home in 
Washington. 

A former Marine who got 
his start in politics on the 
City Council of the liberal 
enclave of Berkeley, he 
defeated a labor-backed 
Democrat to win his first 
election to Congress in 
1970. He retired in 1998and 
waslaterelected mayorof 


his native Oakland in 2006. 
"He wasabsolutely commit¬ 
ted to what was right and 
whatwasjustand believed 
that you had to do what¬ 
ever you could to fight for 
that," said Dan Lindheim, 
who learned of Dellums' 
death from his wife, Cyn¬ 
thia Dellums. 

A self-identified Democrat¬ 
ic socialist, Dellums was at 
the center of most major 
liberal movements of the 
1970sand 1980s. He led the 
drive to sanction South Af¬ 
rica during apartheid, chal¬ 
lenged U.S. entry into wars, 
opposed increased military 
spending and helped start 
the Congressional Black 
Caucus 

During Dellums' first cam¬ 
paign for Congress in 1970, 
then-Vice President Spiro 
Agnew branded him an 


"out-and-out radical." 

Later in his victory speech, 
Dellums wryly referred to 
Agnew, a Republican, as 
his public relations agent, 
according to the U.S. 
House of Representatives' 
archives. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, a 
friend of Dellums, said U.S. 
sanctions and divestment 
from South Africa during 
apartheid would not have 
happened without Del¬ 
lums, who pushed legisla¬ 
tion for nearly 15 years to 
place economic restric¬ 
ts nson that nation. 
Legislation didn't pass until 
1986, and Congress had to 
override a veto from then- 
President Ronald Reagan. 
"It was his voice that 
brought the sanctions on 
South Africa,"J ackson said 
of Dellums. 


He opposed almost ev¬ 
ery U.S. entry into military 
conflict during his tenure 
in Congress and, as head 
of the Congressional Black 
Caucus, began submitting 
hisown version of a scaled- 
back military budget. He 
rose through the ranks of 
the House Armed Services 
Committee to become its 
first b la c k c ha irma n in 1993. 
Undheim remembered Del- 
lumsasa gifted oratorwith 
a photographic memory 
who could speak without 
notes and never needed 
a word of his remarks to be 
corrected in the Congres¬ 
sional Record. 

Sometimes, Undheim said, 
Dellums would take speech 
notes onto the House floor 
just so he didn't intimidate 
his colleagues by speaking 
without them.Q 
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No changes against Minneapolis officeis in black man's death 



Hennepin County attorney Mike Freeman appear at a news conference about body camera 
footage that was released Sunday in the Thurman Bevins case, at Hennepin County Government 
Center, Monday J uly 30,2018, in Minneapolis. 

Associated Press 


By YOUSSEF RDDAD and 
AMY FO RUE 

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Two 

Minneapolis police officers 
who shot and killed a black 
man last month were justi¬ 
fied in using deadly force, 
a prosecutor announced 
Monday, saying the man 
was fleeing police and 
turned toward them with a 
loaded gun before he was 
shot. 

Hennepin County Attorney 
Mike Freeman said Thur¬ 
man Blevins had refused 
commands to stop and 
show his hands, and was 
clearly a dangerto the of- 
ficensand community. 

'Theirdecision to use dead¬ 
ly force against Mr. Blevins 
underthose circumstances 
was authorized," Freeman 
said, adding that the of¬ 
ficers will not be criminally 
charged. 

His statements were in pre¬ 
pared remarks that were 
handed out to the media. 
Freeman had tried to make 
the announcement during 
a news conference, but 
he was shouted down by 
Blevins' friends and fam¬ 
ily members. They argue 
Blevins was no threat to 
anybody and was just sit¬ 
ting with a woman and his 
child. 

"He wasforced to run away 
from his family so they 
wouldn't shoot him down 
in his own community in 
front of his kid," said Sydnee 
Brown, a cousin. 

Freeman's decision came 
after the city released the 
officers' body-camera 
video late Sunday. Free¬ 
man's report says Officers 
Justin Schmidt and Ryan 
Kelly were responding to a 
911 call of a man firing a 


gun into the airj une 23 on 
the city's north side. Body 
camera videos show them 
pulling their cruiser up and 
Blevins seated on a curb 
near a woman with a child 
in a stroller. As the officers 
pull up, one says, "He's got 
a gun!" and they jump from 
the squad car. 

Schmidt yells "Put your (ex¬ 
pletive) hands up now!" as 
Blevins runs. Schmidt also 
yells, "Put your hands up! I 
will (expletive) shoot you!" 
Kelly yells, 'Stop or I'll shoot!" 
repeatedly. 

In a chase that takes less 
than a minute, Blevins yells 
back, "I didn't do nothing 
bro," "Please don't shoot" 
and "Leave me alone." 
An enhanced version of 
the videos has a red circle 
drawn around what ap- 
pearsto be a gun in Blevins' 
right hand, ashe looksover 
his left shoulder at the offi¬ 
cers. 

After the chase turns down 
ana lley, Blevins is shot, still 
running. 

AtFreeman'saborted news 
conference, Jeniffer Rohr, 
a friend of the Blevins fam¬ 
ily, criticized the officerwho 
said "He'sgot a gun." 

"He just gave himself a li¬ 
cense to shoot Mr. Blevins," 
Rohr said. She said Blevins 
was "assassinated." Others 
were upset that Blevins was 
shot while running away. 

In interviews with investi¬ 
gators, Schmidt said he 
feared for his life when he 
saw Blevins take his gun 
out of his pocket. Kelly said 
he believed the gun was 
aimed directly at him, and 
he was "pretty sure" Blevins 
fired the wea pon at him. 
The report from Freeman's 
office says a shell casing 


from Blevins' gun wasfound 
near his body. In a con¬ 
ference call with report¬ 
ers, Freeman said authori¬ 
ties can't be certain that 
Blevins shot at the officers, 
but it is irrelevant to the 
charging decision. He said 
merely pointing a handgun 
atofficersisa threatthatal- 
lowsthe officers to protect 
themselves 

"For our evaluation, the 
mere fact that he pointed 
a loaded handgun that he 
had fired earlier in the day 
... gives officers justification 
to fire his weapon," Free¬ 
man said. 

Minneapolis Police Chief 
Medaria Arradondo said in 
a statement Monday that 
he accepts and respects 
the prosecutor's decision 
but cannot further com¬ 
ment until the criminal and 
internal investigations are 
complete. The statement 
said Arradondo will "con¬ 
tinue to remain engaged, 


active and listen through¬ 
out the community." 

Both officers remain on 
paid leave, Minneapolis 
police spokesman J ohn El¬ 
der said. An internal inves¬ 
tigation has begun, and 
it will be up to the chief to 
decide when and if the of¬ 
ficers return to the street, 
Eldersaid. 

Freeman said toxicology 
reports on Blevins showed 
his blood-alcohol content 
wasO.162, double the legal 
limit for driving. Blevins a Iso 
had THC, a component of 
marijuana, and otherdrugs 
in his system. Freeman said 
that was also irrelevant to 
hisdecision. 

Freeman said the officers 
fired 14 shots and Blevins 
washitfourtimes. 

Lt. Bob Kroll,the head of the 
police union, said the body 
camera footage proved 
the two officers acted jus¬ 
tifiably. 

'The officers deserve the 


Minneapolis Police Depart- 
ment'shighestaward —the 
Medal of Honor— and the 
respect of the population it 
swore to protect,"Kroll said. 
A protest of Blevins' death 
was planned for Tuesday 
afternoon at the Hennepin 
County Government Cen¬ 
ter. 

Some witnesses had dis¬ 
puted Blevins was armed, 
saying he was carrying a 
bottle ora cup. The videos 
showed a bottle in Blevins' 
hand. 

Blevins' death prompted 
earlier demonstrations and 
community advocates de¬ 
manded transparency and 
urged the swift release of 
body camera footage. 
Minneapolis Mayor Jacob 
Frey said Blevins' family 
viewed the video a bout an 
hourbefore itwasreleased 
publicly. He called Blevins' 
death 'tragic,"butdeclined 
to comment on what the 
footage showed,Q 
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States suing Hump administration, company over 3D guns 



This May 10,2013, file photo showsa plastic pistol that was completely made on a 3D-printerata 
home in Austin, Texas. 

Associated Press 


By MICHAELRUBINKAM 
Associated Press 

Eight states are filing suit 
against the Trump admin¬ 
istration over its decision 
to allow a Texas company 
to publish downloadable 
blueprints for a 3D-printed 
gun, contending the hard- 
to-trace plastic weapons 
are a boon to terrorists 
and criminals and threaten 
public safety. 

The suit, to be filed Monday 
in Seattle, asks a judge to 
block the federal govern¬ 
ment's la te-J une settlement 
with Defense Distributed, 
which allowed the com¬ 
pany to make the plans 
available online. Officials 
say that 1,000 people have 
already downloaded blue¬ 
prints for AR-15 rifles 
"I have a question for the 
Trump Administration: Why 
are you allowing danger¬ 
ous criminals easy access 
to weapons?" Washington 
Attorney General Bob Fer¬ 
guson, a Democrat, said 
in a statement Monday. 
'These downloadable guns 
are unregistered and very 
difficult to detect, even 
with metal detectors, and 
will be available to anyone 
regardless of age, mental 
health or criminal history." 

J oining the suitwere Demo¬ 


cratic attorneys general in 
Massachusetts, Connecti¬ 
cut, New Jersey, Pennsyl¬ 
vania, Oregon, Maryland, 
New York a nd the District of 
Columbia. Separately, at¬ 
torneys general in 21 states 
urged Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo and Attor¬ 
ney General Jeff Sessions 
on Monday to withdraw 
from the settlement with 
Defense Distributed, saying 
it "creates an imminent risk 
to public safety." 


People can use the blue¬ 
prints to manufacture a 
plastic gun using a 3D print¬ 
er. But gun industry experts 
have expressed doubt that 
criminals would go to the 
trouble, since the print¬ 
ers needed to make the 
guns are very expensive, 
the guns themselves tend 
to disintegrate quickly and 
traditional firearms a re easy 
to come by. 

Cody Wilson, the founder 
of Defense Distributed, first 


published downloadable 
designs for a 3D-printed 
firearm in 2013. Itwasdown- 
loaded about 100,000times 
until the State Department 
ordered him to cease, con¬ 
tending it violated federal 
export laws since some of 
the blueprints were down¬ 
loaded by people outside 
the United States 
The State Department re¬ 
versed course in late J une, 
agreeing to allow Wilson to 
resume posting the blue¬ 


prints. The files were pub¬ 
lished on Friday. 

The company filed its own 
suit in Texas on Sunday, as 
setting that it's the victim 
of an "ideologically-fueled 
program of intimidation 
and harassment" that vio¬ 
lates the company's First 
Amendment rights. 

The company's attorney, 
J osh Blackman, called it an 
"easy case." 

Statesarefreeto enactgun 
control measures, but "what 
they can't do is censor the 
speech of another citizen 
in another state, and they 
can't regulate the com¬ 
merce of another citizen 
in another state when that 
commerce is authorized 
by a federal government 
license," Blackman said in 
an interview Monday. "It'sa 
violation ofthe First Amend¬ 
ment, it's unconscionable 
and we're going to fight it 
to the very end." Defense 
Distributed agreed to tem¬ 
porarily block Pennsylvania 
residents from download¬ 
ing the plans after state of- 
ficia Is went to federal court 
in Philadelphia on Sunday 
seeking an emergency or¬ 
der. The company said it 
hasalso blocked access to 
users in NewJ ersey and Los 
AngelesQ 


J udge says U.S. must seek consent to medicate immigrant kids 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — A 

federaljudge ruled Monday 
that the U.S. government 
must seek consent before 
administering psychotropic 
drugsto immigrant children 
held at a Texas facility. 

U.S. District J udge Dolly M. 
Gee in Los Angeles issued 


a ruling that the federal 
government violated 
portions of a longstanding 
settlement governing the 
treatment of immigrant 
children caught crossing 
the border. 

Gee said the government 
must obtain consent or a 


court orderto give children 
psychotropic medications 
at a Texas facility under 
state law unless it's an 
emergency. 

She a Iso sa id offic ia Is must 
tell children in writing why 
they are in a secure facility 
and that gang affiliation 


alone doesn't justify such 
a placement. 'The kids 
weren't getting notice of 
why they were sent away," 
said Holly Cooper, co¬ 
director of the Immigration 
Law Clinic at University of 
California, Davis, and one 
ofthe lawyers representing 


detained immigrant 

children. 'We view this as a 
victory." 

The decision comes as the 
Trump administration has 
toughened policies toward 
immigrant children and 
families caught crossing 
the U.S.-Mexico borderO 
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Lawsuit filed in fatal due k 
boat sinking seeks $100M 



In thisj uly 20, 2018, file photo, a duck boatsits idle in the 
paiking lot of Ride the Ducks, an amphibious tour operator in 
Branson, Mo. 


By MARGARET STAFFORD 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

The owners and operators 
of a tourist boat that sank 
this month in Missouri, killing 
17 people, put profits over 
people's safety when they 
decided to put the Ride 
the Ducks boat on a lake 
despite design problems 
and warnings of severe 
weather, a lawsuit alleges. 
The lawsuit filed Sunday in 
U.S. District Court in Kansas 
City seeks $100 million in 
damageson behalf oftwo 
of nine membersofan Indi¬ 
ana family who died when 
the tourist boat sank July 
19 at Table Rock Lake near 
Branson. A second lawsuit 
was filed Monday in state 
court on behalf of three 
daughters of William and 
Michelle Bright, of Higgins- 
ville, Missouri, who died in 
the accident. The wrongful- 
death lawsuit seeks more 
than $125,000 in damages. 
'This tragedy was the pre¬ 
dictable and predicted 
result of decades of unac¬ 
ceptable, greed-driven, 
and willful ignorance of 
safety by the Duck Boat in¬ 
dustry in the face of specif¬ 
ic and repeated warnings 
that their Duck Boats are 
death traps for passengers 
and pose grave dangerto 
the public on water and 
on land," the federal law¬ 
suit, filed on behalf of the 
estates of 76-year-old Ervin 
Coleman and 2-year-old 
Maxwell Ly, states. 

Robert Mongeluzzi, whose 
law firm won a $17 million 
settlement when two Hun¬ 
garian students drowned 
on a duck boat in Philadel¬ 
phia in 2010, sa id at a news 
conference Monday that 
the Coleman family wants 
to know what happened 
when the boat sank. 

"And more importantly they 
want to make sure that no 


one ever dies again inside 
a death trap duck boat," 
Mongeluzzi said. 'They've 
asked that this lawsuit leads 
the charge to ban duck 
boats so they no longer kill 
their passengers and the 
children who ride them." 
Ripley Entertainment Inc., 
Ride the Ducks Internation¬ 
al, Rid e the Due ks of Bra n- 
son, the Herschend Family 
Entertainment Corp., and 
Amphibious Vehicle Manu¬ 
facturing are named in the 
federal suit. The state-court 
suit names Riley Entertain¬ 
ment and Ride the Ducks 
International, as well as 
boat operators Kenneth 
McKee and Robert Wil- 
lia ms. 

A Ripley spokeswoman 
said in a statement Mon¬ 
day that the company re¬ 
mains "deeply saddened" 
by the accident. She said 
the company would not 
comment further because 
a National Transportation 
Safety Board investiga¬ 
tion is still underway and 
no conclusions have been 
reached. 

The federal lawsuit says the 
boat operators violated 
the company's policies by 
continuing with the ride de¬ 
spite the weather warnings 
and by not telling passen¬ 
gers to put on life jackets 
when the water got rough. 
He instead lowered plastic 
side curtains, 'thus further 
entrapping passengers in 
the soon-to-sink vessel." 

The lawsuit cites an August 
2017 report from private 
inspector Steve Paul , who 
warned Ripley Entertain¬ 
ment that the vessels' en¬ 
gines — and pumps that 
remove water from their 
hulls — were susceptible 
to failing in bad weather. 
It also accuses the defen¬ 
dants of ignoring warnings 
the NT5B issued in 2000 that 


the vehicles, which are de¬ 
signed to operate on land 
and water, should be up¬ 
graded to ensure they re¬ 
main upright and floating 
in bad weather. 

The 2000 recommendation 
from the NT5B was issued 
aftera duckboatsankMay 
1, 1999, in Arkansas, killing 
13 people. The federal suit 
says 42 deaths have been 
associated with duck boats 
since 1999. 

When Robert McDowell, 
then-president of Ride the 
Ducks Branson who de¬ 
signed the boats, respond¬ 
ed thatupgradeswould re¬ 
quire significant costs, NT5B 
C ha irma n J im Ha II sa id the 
recommendations were 
made because "immedi¬ 


ate action was necessary 
to avoid additional loss of 
life." The lawsuit says the 
defendants ignored the 
warnings. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice issued a severe thun¬ 
derstorm warning for the 
area including Table Rock 


Associated Press 

Lake about 30 minutes be¬ 
fore the doomed tour be¬ 
gan. 

The NT5B said Friday that a 
preliminary review of video 
and audio recordings from 
the boat showed that the 
lake changed from calm to 
dangerous in minutes. O 
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Greece: Diveis recover body offshore of where wildfire raged 



Greece's Prime Minister Alexis ISipras, left visits the bumtarea of Mati, east of Athens, Monday, 
J uly 30, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By ELENA BECATOROS 
DEREK G AID POULOS 
Associated ness 
RAHNA, Greece (AP) — 

Coast guard divers recov¬ 
ered a body Monday near 
an area of Greece rav¬ 
aged by a deadly wildfire 
a week ago the search 
for more victims focused 
on the coastline where 
hundreds of people were 
forced to flee. 

Ihe death toll from the 
blaze some 30 kilometers 
(18 miles) east of Athens 
rose to 92. 

"The coastguard has mobi¬ 
lized massive resources in its 
search for potential victims 
ofthej uly 23fire, the dead¬ 
liest in Greece's recent his¬ 
tory. Coast guard patrol 
vessels, helicopters and a 
navy frigate have scoured 
the southern Euboean Gulf 
since some people trying to 
escape fast-moving flames 
raced to the water. 

Ihey have been joined by 
coastguard special opera¬ 
tions forces, which include 
diversable to reach depths 
of 120 meters and using un- 
derwaterscootersto cover 


greaterdistances. 

A research vessel equipped 
with specialized sonar and 
a remotely operated un¬ 
derwater vehicle also was 
deployed, while dozens 
of civilian and retired na¬ 
val divers have joined the 
search asvolunteers. 
Fanned by high winds, the 


blaze gutted seaside re¬ 
sorts where many Athens 
residents and retirees have 
holiday homes. The high 
death toll has prompted 
criticism of the govern¬ 
ment over the absence of 
access roads, warning sys¬ 
tems and other civil protec¬ 
tion measures in residential 


areas surrounded by forest 
and at high risk of wildfires 
More than 500 people 
gathered outside Greece's 
parliament late Monday to 
attend a candlelight vigil 
for the victims of the wild¬ 
fire. 

Earlier, Prime Minister Alex¬ 
is Tsipras visited Mati, the 


worst-affected area,tweet¬ 
ing that he spoke with "citi¬ 
zens, engineers, soldiers, 
firefighters and volunteers." 
His office released photos, 
and the prime ministertook 
along a camera from state- 
run television. No other me¬ 
dia was alerted. 

A government spokes¬ 
man said more than 3,500 
homes had been dam¬ 
aged in the deadly blaze 
and a second fire nearAth- 
ens, with more than 1,000 
of the affected structures 
considered uninhabitable 
and slated fordemolition. 
"The fire burned through 5 
kilometers (3.1 miles) in 90 
minutes in an area where 
20,000 people were pres¬ 
ent, so in those conditions 
is was not possible to have 
a fully organized evacua¬ 
tion effort,"the spokesman, 
Dimitris Tzanakopoulos, 
said. 

The government plans to 
reorganize its Civil Protec¬ 
tion Authority with advice 
from experts from other 
European Union countries, 
Tzanakopoulossaid without 
giving details.^ 


Moroccan king criticizes social programs after protests 


By AMIRA EL MASAID 
RABAT, Morocco (AP) — 

Moroccan King Moham¬ 
med VI has criticized the 
North African kingdom's 
social development pro¬ 
grams as overlapping, 
uncoordinated and miss¬ 
ing target populations, in 
a speech from a northern 
town that has been the 
epicenterforsocial unrest. 
"The king's remarks on Sun¬ 
day during the annual 
Throne Speech has spe¬ 
cial significance because 
he spoke in Al-Hoceima, 
where the Hirak Rif social 
movement was bom and 
a month after 53 activists 
were given tough prison 



In this photo dated Sunday, J uly 29, 2018, King Mohammed 
VI, is flanked by his brother Prince Moulay Rachid and Ciown 
Prince Moulay Hassan, during the annual Throne Speech, in Al- 
Hoceima, Morocco. 

Associated Press 

sentences. ministries and public agen- 

The monarch said that cies spend time enforcing 
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welfare programs but they 
"overlap, lack proper coor¬ 
dination and don't target 
the populations that actu¬ 
ally deserve help." 

He did not mention Hirak 
but warned against "nihilists 
and other merchants of illu¬ 
sion" who use disfunctions 
"in orderto strike at Moroc¬ 
co's security and stability." 
"The speech marked the 
19th anniversary of Mo- 
hammed'saccessionto the 
throne. 

Al Hoceima is in the ne¬ 
glected northern Rif region, 
where the current king'sfa¬ 
ther never set foot. In 1959 
a nd 1984, Ha ssa n II c rushed 
uprisings in the Rif. 

Son Mohammed, 54, has 
traveled there in the past. 
But holding his Throne 
Speech in Al Hoceima was 
a bold way to dissuade the 
population against the pro¬ 
test movement while telling 
public servants to fix the 
problems 

"I call on the government 
and all stakeholders con¬ 


cerned to undertake an 
in-depth, thorough restruc¬ 
turing of national social 
welfare programsand poli¬ 
cies, "the king said in the na¬ 
tionally televised speech. 
The Harak Rif movement 
has demanded that the 
king fulfill promiseshe made 
last year to build a school, 
a university and a hospital 
in the region. The seeds of 
the protest began in Octo¬ 
ber 2016 when an impover¬ 
ished fish seller in the region 
wascrushed to death while 
trying to retrieve a valuable 
swordfish seized by police, 
who had tossed it into a 
garbage truck. 

Hirak Rif leader Nasser 7b- 
fzafi, who launched the 
campaign for develop¬ 
ment and job creation, 
was convicted in June of 
threatening state security 
and sentenced to 20 years 
in prison, along with three 
activists. Fifty other activists 
received sentences rang¬ 
ing from one to 15 yearsfor 
lesser c ha rges.Q 
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Italy: Blac k athlete's injury among cases probed for racism 
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Discus thrower Daisy Osakue talks with reporters outside a 
hospital in Turin, Italy, Monday, J uly, 30 2018. 

Associated Hess 


By FRANCES D'EMIUO 
Associated Hess 
ROME (AP) — A black Ital¬ 
ian athlete was wounded 
in the eye when an egg 
was hurled at her Monday, 
the latest of at least nine 
attacks since Italy's anti- 
migrant government took 
powerthatare being inves¬ 
tigated as possible acts of 
racism. 

Asylum-seekers, legal im¬ 
migrants and others who 
aren't ethnic Italians are 
among the people injured 
since early June. They in¬ 
clude a 13-month-old 
Roma girl who was shot 
while she was in her moth¬ 
ers arms on a Rome street 
a nd left pa rtia lly pa ra lyzed. 
"Ihe egg thrown Monday 
hit discus thrower Daisy 
Osakue, who was bom in 
Italy to Nigerian immigrant 
parents Osakue holds Ital¬ 
ian citizenship and was ex¬ 
pected to compete for Ita¬ 
ly in the European Athletics 
C ha mpionships next week. 
Emerging from a clinic with 
a bandage over her left 
eye, Osakue said she thinks 
she was mistaken forone of 
the African prostitutes who 
often work the street on 
the outskirts of Turin she was 
crossing. 

The athlete, who is also a 
sprinter and hurdler, said 
she saw a car speeding 
toward her while she was 
in a crosswalk and dashed 
to the sidewalk to avoid 


the vehicle. She recalled 
feeling something strike her 
eye and falling forward. 

"I'm sorry to say it, but I think 
we're dealing with rac¬ 
ism," Osakue, who currently 
trains and studies criminal 
justice in the U.S. state of 
Texa s, to Id Ita lia n TV. 

Her ability to compete in 
the track-and-field cham¬ 
pionships is uncertain be¬ 
cause eggshell fragments 
injured hercomea. 

Police were investigating to 
determine if itwasa racial¬ 
ly motivated attack. 

In the case of the Roma 
child, police concluded 
she wasshot by an airgun 
that an Italian man fired 
from his balcony. The man 
denied targeting Roma 
people, saying the pistol 
misfired while he was trying 
to adjust it. 

Italian Interior Minister Mat- 
teo Salvini, leader of the 
anti-migrant League party 
that is a partner in the co¬ 
alition government sworn 
in J une 1, wished Osakue a 
speedy recovery Monday, 
but dismissed as "nonsense" 
concerns about a "racism 
emergency in Italy." 

Salvini campaigned for the 
March 4 election with the 
slogan "ltaliansfirst"and ac¬ 
cused migrants of robbing 
Italians of work. His party 
is soaring in Italian opinion 
polls. 

Opposition leader Maurizio 
Martina, who heads the 


center-left Democratic Par¬ 
ty, called on Salvini and his 
alliesto denounce the "rac¬ 
ist spiral" of violence. 

'They are accomplices" if 
they don't, Martina said. 

The incidents causing worry 
have occurred throughout 
Italy, from north to south. 

A Cape Verde man with a 
residency permit was shot 
in the backon J uly 26 while 
working on scaffolding to 
set up decorative lighting 


for a town celebration in 
Italy's northeast Veneto re¬ 
gion, a stronghold for Sal- 
vini's party. 

Police said the shot came 
from a pellet rifle fired from 
a private terrace. A man 
told investigators he was 
aiming ata pigeon. 

Near Naples on July 20, 
two youths allegedly shota 
22-year-old cook from Mali 
who has lived in Italy for 
four years. A young man 


from Senegal was kicked 
and punched last week 
by three Italians at a cafe 
where he worked in Sicily. 
Citing the wounding of the 
Roma child, Italian Presi¬ 
dent Sergio Mattarella de¬ 
clared in a recent speech 
that "Italy can't resemble 
the Wild West, where some¬ 
one can buy a rifle and 
from a balcony shoot, strik¬ 
ing a year-old baby, ruining 
herhealthand herfuture." 
Osakue, in an interview 
with the Italian news agen¬ 
cy ANSA, referred to right- 
wing political rhetoric tar¬ 
geting foreigners. 

'They have very strong 
powerof influence on mass 
media," she said. "So if they 
say 'it's their (the migrants) 
fault, they steal our jobs, 
they come here and they 
destroy everything ... obvi¬ 
ously people will start think¬ 
ing that they are right," she 
said. 

Shortly before the March 
election, a right-wing Ital¬ 
ian extremist who once 
ran for local office for Sal- 
vini's party allegedly shot 
and wounded six Africans 
in drive-by shootings in the 
town of Macerata. 

The suspect has reportedly 
said he was angry over the 
slaying in Macerata of an 
18-year-old woman whose 
body was hacked into 
pieces. A local Nigerian 
drug dealerwasarrested in 
the murderO 
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Counting startsafterZimbabweansvote in pivotal election 



Zimbabweans line up to vote atthe Fite he la primary school in Kwekwe, Zimbabwe, Monday, 

J uly 30, 2018. 

Associated Press 


By CHRISTOPHERTORCHIA 
FARAI MU1SAKA 
Associated Press 
HARARE, Zimbabwe (AP) 

— With hope and pride, 
millions of Zimbabweans 
voted peacefully Monday 
in an election that many 
believe istheirbestchance 
to escape the toxic politics 
and dead-end econom¬ 
ics of the era of Robert 
Mugabe, who wasn't on 
the ballot for the first time 
in the nation's nearly four- 
decade history. 

But opposition activists 
used to the violence, intimi¬ 
dation and vote-tamper¬ 
ing that marred elections 
under Mugabe called for 
vigilance against the same 
kind of skullduggery this 
time around. Western mon¬ 
itors noted some problems 
at polling stations, but said 
it wasn't yet clear whether 
they reflected a deliberate 
effort to manipulate the 
elections. 

'They may be peaceful, but 
we don't know how cred¬ 
ible they a re," sa id 51-yea r- 
old Classified Chivese, a 
voter who, like many Zim¬ 
babweans, is unemployed. 
Zimbabwe's political cli¬ 
mate hasopened up since 
94-year-old Mugabe, who 
once said he would rule for 
life, resigned in November 
after a military takeover 
and ruling party move to 
impeach him. Throngs cel¬ 
ebrated the removal of 
Mugabe, in power since 
independence from white 
minority rule in 1980, but 
many Zimbabweans view 
Monday's election as an 
equally important mile¬ 
stone. 

More than 5.5 million peo¬ 
ple were registered to vote 
in an election featuring a 
record more than 20 presi¬ 
dential candidates and 
nearly 130 political par¬ 
ties vying for parliamen¬ 
tary seats. If no presidential 
candidate wins more than 
50 percent of the vote, a 
runoff will be held Sept. 8. 
The two main contenders 
were 75-year-old President 
Emmeison Mnangagwa, 
a former deputy president 
and longtime enforcer for 
Mugabe who has reinvent¬ 
ed himself as a candidate 
for change; and 40-year- 
old Nelson Chamisa, a 


lawyerand pastorwho be¬ 
came head ofthe main op¬ 
position party a few months 
ago after the death of its 
leader, Morgan Tsvangirai. 
After polls closed at 7 p.m. 
and vote-counting began, 
Mnangagwa appealed to 
Zimbabweans to be pa¬ 
tient and wait for the Zim¬ 
babwe Electoral Commis¬ 
sion to announce results. 
The fina I, offic ia I ta lly is ex¬ 
pected within five days 
'Today, Zimbabwe experi¬ 
enced a beautiful expres¬ 
sion of freedom & democ¬ 
racy," Mnangagwa tweet¬ 
ed. "No matter which way 
we voted, we are all broth¬ 
ers and sisters" 

Earlier, however, Chamisa 
said on Twitter that vot¬ 
ing delays in urban areas, 
where his support is strong, 
were a "deliberate attempt" 
to undermine his election 
bid. The allegations by the 
head ofthe Movement for 
Democratic Change party 
intensified concerns about 
management of the elec¬ 
tion and the prospect of a 
dispute over its outcome. 
The head ofthe European 
Union mission monitoring 
Zimbabwe's elections said 
his team saw "huge differ¬ 
ences" in the pace of vot¬ 
ing at polling stations. Vot¬ 
ers at one location waited 
less than an hour to cast 
their ballots while others at 
a nearby station waited 
more than half the day, El¬ 


mar Brok said. 

"In some cases, itworksvery 
smoothly," Brok said. "But in 
others, we see that it's to¬ 
tally disorganized and that 
people become angry, 
that people leave." 

He noted a case ofthe rul¬ 
ing Z4NU-PF party deliver¬ 
ing 100 people by bus to 
vote in a district where they 
didn't live. Observers have 
to check whether it was a 
single example or part of a 
pattern "which might have 
influence on the result of 
the elections," Brok said. 

The fact that Brok and 
other Western observers 
were even in Zimbabwe 
and free to operate wher¬ 
ever they liked reflected 
a new transparency after 
years of Mugabe banning 
outside monitors Still, there 
were concerns about bias 
in state media, a lack of 
transparency in ballot print¬ 
ing and reports of intimida¬ 
tion by pro-govemment 
traditional leaders who are 
supposed to stay neutral. 
Among opposition objec¬ 
tions was that the ballots 
listed presidential candi¬ 
dates in two columns of 
14 and nine names, with 
Mnangagwa atthe top of 
the second column — a 
spot that would presum¬ 
ably make iteasierforpeo- 
ple to vote for him. Observ¬ 
ers say the law requires a 
single column of names in 
alphabetical order. 


Also, millions of Zimbabwe¬ 
ans living abroad, including 
in neighboring South Africa, 
were barred from voting 
unless they traveled home 
to do so. The government 
said it did not have the re¬ 
sources to organize voting 
for expatriates, many of 
whom are believed to sup¬ 
port the opposition. 

The Zimbabwe Electoral 
Commission, accused of 
manipulating election wins 
forMugabe in the past, has 
said this vote will be free 
a nd fa ir. 

'We need peace and 
we need everyone to be 
comfortable, to go out 
and exercise their right to 
vote without fear," Priscilla 
Chigumba, a judge who 
chairs the commission, said 
during voting Monday. 
Chigumba also said po¬ 
lice have been informed 
about two presidential 
candidates who might 
have violated the law by 
campaigning afterthe cut¬ 
off time. She didn't name 
them, but they are likely 
to be Chamisa and Mnan¬ 
gagwa, both of whom is¬ 
sued public statements on 
Sunday. 

Despite Mugabe's troubled 
legacy, dozens of cheering 
Zimbabweans gathered 
outside the polling station 
in the capital where he 
voted. Struggling to walk, 
Mugabe raised his fist to 
acknowledge them. He 


made his way into the poll¬ 
ing center, had his finger 
inked and was assisted by 
his wife into the booth. 

On Sunday, Mugabe said 
Chamisa was the only vi¬ 
able candidate and re¬ 
jected Mnangagwa and 
the ruling party, saying: "I 
cannot vote for those who 
have tormented me." 
Mnangagwa hopes an 
election viewed as cred¬ 
ible will bring international 
legitimacy and investment 
to Zimbabwe, though a 
seriously flawed process 
could signal more stagna¬ 
tion. The president is himself 
the target of U.S. sanctions 
imposed on some govern¬ 
ment leaders and compa¬ 
nies over human rightscon- 
cems during the Mugabe 
era. 

Despite expectations that 
the elections could bring 
a better life, Zimbabwe 
remains plagued by the 
hopelessness of unem¬ 
ployment, cash shortages 
and moribund industries. 
Many problems are due to 
mismanagement exacer¬ 
bated by the country's old 
status as an international 
pariah. 

'We need change be¬ 
cause we have suffered a 
lot here," said 65-year-old 
Mable Mafaro, a voter in 
Harare. 

A n o th e r vo te r wa s e xu Ita nt, 
comparing the election to 
the end of white minority 
rule. 

"I'mso happy,"said 28-year- 
old Tapiwa Kahondo. 'Thisis 
1980 for Zimbabwe. We are 
so happyfortoday.'O 
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With online 
reservations on 
super saver day 
No exceptions 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM & SWING! 

9am-1 pm $60pp 
Visit 3 Great sites BBQ, 

Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 



2>5pm $45pp 
2 snorkel sites Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SET SAIL 

5:30-7:30pm $32pp 
Open Bar & Ropeswing! 


www.Jolly-pirates.com 

Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. 


Hundreds stranded on Indonesian mountain after earthquake 



Villagers clear debris caused by an earthquake atSajang village, Sembalun, East Lombok, 
Indonesia, Monday, J uly 30, 2018. 


By ROSYIDIN SEMBAHULUN 
Associated Press 
SEMBALUN, Indonesia (AP) 

— Hundreds of tourists 
stranded on Mount Rinjani 
on the Indonesian island of 
Lombok by an earthquake 
that killed 16 people and 
triggered landslides are 
making their way off the 
mountain, shaken by their 
experience but mostly un¬ 
harmed, an official said 
Monday. 

By late afternoon, more 
than 250 people had 
reached a relief post in 
Sembalun village and 
a team of rescuers has 
reached hundreds more 
near the mountain's crater 
lake, a local military official, 
Arifianto, told Indonesian 
IV. 

He said some suffered light 
injuries and were trauma¬ 
tized, but most were in 
good condition. 

The magnitude 6.4 earth¬ 
quake early Sunday killed 
16 people, including an In¬ 


donesian student who was 
among the Mount Rinjani 
climbers. Ihe shallow 
quake set off landslides on 
the mountain that's carpet¬ 
ed in boulders and rocks, 


blocking usual paths out. 
The National Disaster Miti¬ 
gation Agency had said 
more than 680 people 
were stranded on Rinjani, 
an active volcano, based 


Associated Press 

on figures from its entry 
gates where visitors are 
registered. Most a re foreign 
— from 26countries, includ¬ 
ing more than 330 from 
Thailand. 


Arifianto, who uses one 
name, said rescuers will 
escort trekkers down the 
mountain. Indonesian's 
elite special forces have 
also been deployed to 
speed up the evacuation. 
The shallow quake dam¬ 
aged more than 1,400 
houses and was felt on 
neighboring Bali island, 
where no damage or ca¬ 
sualties were reported. 
Indonesia's meteorology 
and geophysics agency 
has recorded more than 
270 aftershocks 
Anci, a villager from near 
the quake epicenter, said 
he and his family spent the 
night in a makeshift tent, 
worried that aftershocks 
could cause more build¬ 
ings to collapse. 

"We slept here at the road¬ 
side because our house 
collapsed in the quake," 
he said. 'There have been 
many aftershocks, al¬ 
though they are not strong 
so fa r. □ 


China says still committed to Hong Kong semi-autonomy 



Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, speaks during press 
conference with Britain's Foreign Minister) eremy Hunt at 
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing, Monday, J uly 30. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) - China's 
foreign minister said Mon¬ 
day that his country re¬ 
mains committed to the 
"one country, two systems" 
governing framework in 
Hong Kong, despite grow¬ 
ing concerns that Beijing is 
eroding the former British 
colony's civil liberties. 

Wang Yi told reporters fol¬ 
lowing talks with his British 
counterpart, Jeremy Hunt, 
that China would continue 
to follow the system put in 
place when the city was 
turned overto Chinese rule 
in 1997. 

"Hong Kong affairs are the 
domestic affairs of China. 
We do notwelcome nordo 


we accept other countries 
to interfere in China's do¬ 
mestic affairs," Wang said 


ata joint news conference. 
"But of course China will 
continue to support and 


will stay committed to 
one country, two systems," 
Wa ng sa id. 

Beijing promised to let 
Hong Kong maintain wide 
autonomy and civil liberties 
for 50 years, but fears are 
growing that China's com¬ 
munist leaders are back¬ 
tracking by oppressing the 
political opposition. 

While the financial center 
remains among the high¬ 
est-rated for rule of law and 
government efficiency, 
freedom of speech is seen 
as coming under attack. 
The government has also 
moved against a genera¬ 
tion of young political ac¬ 
tivists who emerged after 
2014's failed nonviolent 


protests over Beijing's deci¬ 
sion to restrict elections. 
Chinese President Xi Jin¬ 
ping warned in a speech 
last year marking 20 years 
since Hong Kong became 
a semi-autonomous region 
of China that any activities 
in the city seen as threat¬ 
ening China's sovereignty 
and stability would be "ab¬ 
solutely impermissible." 
Accompanying that hand 
line, China has angrily de¬ 
nounced critical reports 
about the implementation 
of one country, two systems 
from Britain, with which it 
signed a joint agreement 
on post-1997 arrange¬ 
ments, and other nationsQ 
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In Panama C Hy's booming colonial cone, locals fight to stay 



In thisJ une 5,2018 photo, graffiti covets a wall nearthe beach in the Casco Viejo neighbothood 
in Ranama City. 

Associated Press 


By j UAN ZAMORA NO 
Associated Press 
PANAMA CITY (AP) — Es¬ 
ther Marina Sanchez has 
watched her neighbor¬ 
hood — the heart of Pana¬ 
ma City — transformed by 
its designation as a UNES¬ 
CO world heritage site. 
Tourists and well-heeled 
Panamanians now stroll 
the paving-stone streets 
among gaudy hotels, fan¬ 
cy restaurants and trendy 
discos that have popped 
up in once-dilapidated co¬ 
lonial-era buildings. 

Gone are the gangs, the 
decay and abandoned 
structures— aswell asSan- 
chez's home, and those of 
most of herneighbors. 
Sanchez recalled how her 
landowner offered the 
family money 2 V 2 years 
ago, but said they didn't re¬ 
ally have a choice: 'Take it 
or leave it, but you're leav¬ 
ing." 

A fast-moving real estate 
boom spurred by the 1997 
declaration of the Casco 
Antiguo district as a world 
heritage site has irrevoca¬ 
bly altered the character 
ofthe neighborhood. 
Locals initially welcomed 
the designation, hoping 
to reap the benefits of the 
revitalization that would 
come. But itended up pric¬ 
ing them out, as long-ab¬ 
sent landowners suddenly 
saw money to be made 
by converting propertiesto 
hotelsornig ht spots or rent¬ 
ing them to well-heeled 
tenants. 

"Instead of being a ben¬ 
efit, it has brought us pain, 
poweriessness. It has dimin¬ 
ished us as a family," said 


Sa nc hez, the 59-yea r-o Id 
leader of a residents'asso¬ 
ciation. 'The social fabric 
thatwasdeclared here has 
been tom apart." 
According to census fig¬ 
ures, the population of 
the Casco and neighbor¬ 
ing San Felipe districts has 
dropped from a bout 16,000 
in the ea riy 1990s to a little 
over2,000 today. 

Ihe seaside Casco and 
its defensive walls were 
founded in 1673 to replace 
the first Spanish settlement 
on the Pacific Coast after 
itwassacked by pirates. It 
housed — and houses 
so me ofthe country's cen¬ 
tral institutions: the official 
presidential residence, the 
Metropolitan Cathedral 
and the National Theater. 
Overthe years it fell into dis¬ 
repair as newer neighbor¬ 


hoods elsewhere in the city 
became more attractive. 
Wealthy residents moved 
out, and low-income fami¬ 
lies and gangs moved in, 
in many cases squatting in 
abandoned architectural 
treasures. 

The UNESCO declaration 
suddenly reversed that 
trend. 

The change is readily ap¬ 
parent. Scenes of elderly 
residents chatting in public 
squares, kids kicking around 
soccer balls and laundry 
flapping from balcony 
clotheslines have all but dis¬ 
appeared.They have been 
replaced by flip-flop-clad 
tourists snap ping picturesof 
historic churches and din¬ 
ing in sidewalk cafes near 
a scattering of jacaranda 
flowers. At night, music 
echoesthrough the streets. 


"It is more developed. You 
can tell that they have 
brought substantia I laborto 
the restoration,"said Rober¬ 
to Perez, a tourist from Ma¬ 
ri rid. The la st time he visited, 
in 2008, a group of youths 
mobbed him and made off 
with his camera. This time 
he enjoyed the Casco so 
much he extended his stay. 
'There was a good vibe, 
good music, good atmo¬ 
sphere," Perez said. 
Sanchez and her relatives, 
along with 27 other fami¬ 
lies, ended up in an aban¬ 
doned three-story school 
with no electricity, among 
the last holdouts of long¬ 
time residents. Sleeping in 
converted classrooms, they 
share bathrooms and hang 
laundry out on interior bal¬ 
conies just down the street 
from a luxury hotel that 


used to be home to local 
gang leaders. 

Nearby, they maintain a 
round-the-clock protest 
camp on an empty lotthat 
authorities had hoped to 
auction off, demanding 
the government build them 
new housing on the spot. 
They posted a sign reading: 
'The country isbeing sold to 
the highest bidder." 

Many locals who have 
been forced out over the 
years ended up in homes 
far away on the city's out¬ 
skirts, but Sanchez and 
others swear they will not 
accept relocation outside 
the neighborhood they call 
home. 

Authorities say displace¬ 
ment of families who de¬ 
cades ago took over the 
deteriorating buildings 
would have happened 
sooner or later, once land- 
owners saw value in retak¬ 
ing those properties 
Ariana Lyma Young, direc¬ 
tor of the governmental 
Historic Heritage agency 
that approves restora¬ 
tion projects in the Casco, 
acknowledged that the 
boom has affected poor 
residents, but said the eco¬ 
nomic benefits have been 
tremendous. The Casco 
is now the country's No. 
2 tourism draw after the 
nearby Panama Canal. 
'You have to find a solu¬ 
tion forthem because they 
are people who have lived 
here 20, 30 years," Lyma 
said. "But on the other 
hand, you have to think 
about the economy ofthe 
country. These investments 
contribute and create 
woric'O 


Ex-Colombia leader mounts defense in witness tampering piobe 



Former Colombian President and Sen. Alvaro Uribe speaks 
during a press conference at his home in Rionegto, Colombia, 
Monday,July 30, 2018. 

Associated Press 


Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— Powerful former Colom¬ 
bian President Alvaro Uribe 
is mounting his defense 
against allegations of brib¬ 
ery and witness tampering. 
In an hour-long press con¬ 
ference outside his resi¬ 
dence near Medellin on 
Monday, Uribe said yet-to- 
be-released audio record¬ 
ings will vindicate him. 

The Supreme Court is in¬ 
vestigating Uribe for alleg¬ 
edly pressuring witnesses in 
a protracted legal dispute 


with another Colombian 
senator, Ivan Cepeda. 

Uribe accused Cepeda of 
offering money to witness¬ 
es who testified that the 
former leader had ties to a 
violent paramilitary group. 
The court found no evi¬ 
dence to support Uribe's 
accusation but did find 
grounds to investigate him 
for witness tampering in¬ 
stead. 

Uribe's lawyer is requesting 
that three Supreme Court 
judgesbe recused from the 
case. He questioned their 


impartiality and said there 
is evidence of irregularities 
like leaking information to 
joumalists.O 
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ArnbaCo n: A Social Experiment J ustlike BHcoin 





Aruba Coin 

c r y p tocurr&n ay 


ORANJ ES1AD - New initia¬ 
tives give eneigy, but you 
need to understand them 
to be willing to participate. 
Aruba loday had the plea¬ 
sure to interview the people 
of ArubaCoin, out of curios¬ 
ity about the new ciypto- 
currency. 

What is Aruba Coin and how 
doesitwoik? 

"ArubaCoin is a decentral¬ 
ized social cryptocumency, 
there is no centra I authority. 
It's an ERC-20 on the ethe- 
reum blockchain.The ben¬ 
efit of that is, ArubaCoin 
can be sent and received 
on any ethereum wallet. 
Transaction fees are paid 
in ether and it is support¬ 
ed by popular hardware 
wallets Legder and Trezor. 
You control your wealth by 
controlling the private key, 
which you can backup nu¬ 
merous ways and multiple 
times. It's an open source 
and fully auditable on the 
block chain. Anybody and 
everybody can contrib¬ 
ute." 

"It's also programmable 
money so there are allot 
of use-cases, ArubaCoin 
could have numerous pur¬ 
poses: 

1) means of cheap and 
instant exchange without 
any 3rd party involved 

2) e-commerce and online 
platforms instant payments 
without the risk of charge- 
backs 

3) a censorship resistant 
sc a rc e d ig ita I a sset 

4) financial sovereignty 

5) automated settlement 
layer 

Its a new technology that 
many still don't understand 
nor need to. Many don't 
understand what TCP/IP is 
but you use it every day, it's 
called the internet. Eventu¬ 
ally the user-experiences 


will be seamless and you 
won't know you are us¬ 
ing cryptocumency in the 
backend of an applica¬ 
tion. Many are skeptical of 
Bitcoin orArubaCoin which 
is very normal 

if you don't fully under¬ 
stand the fundamentals. 
Cryptocumency was creat¬ 
ed out of necessity to solve 
a problem." 

"ArubaCoin did 2 roundsof 
free Airdropsto the Aruban 
Community where hun¬ 
dreds of participants re¬ 
ceived free 200 ArubaCoin 
(at today's market price 
$2.30 =$460) 

and 50 ArubaCoin airdrops 
c urrent tota I va lue of $115. 
Ibis is how we wanted to 
reach broad distribution for 
the local Aruban commu¬ 
nity. And in this way create 
a low barrierof entry forthe 
rest of the community." 

Who started ArubaCoin 
and with what purpose? 

"ArubaCoin has the same 
mystique that Bitcoin has, 
nobody knows who the 
creators of the genesis 
block are, which eventu¬ 
ally doesn't matter. It's a 
grassroots project, it's been 
released forthe public. The 
community hasgrown sub¬ 
stantially, from bitcoin ad¬ 
vocates to Aruban crypto¬ 
currency community mem¬ 
bers. The same as Satoshi 
Nakamoto left bitcoin to 
the community members, 
this happened to Aruba- 
Coin also. The purpose is to 
solve a problem and have 


an alternative. A social ex¬ 
periment just like bitcoin." 

What is your goal with Aru- 
bacoin? 

"The goal of the ArubaCo¬ 
in community in general is 
to have a wide adoption 
and active community and 
slowly but surely grow the 
eco-system. Sustainability 
is priority. An easy and in¬ 
stant means of exchange. 
Physically bringing cash is 
costly and timely, while lo¬ 
cal bank transfers takes 2 
days." 

How many and which 
companies work with Aru¬ 
ba Coin so tar? 

"Currently in Aruba there 
are 16 businesses accept¬ 
ing ArubaCoin: 

Linda'sDutch Pancakes 
Aruba E-Bike Tours 
Casalina Garden Apart¬ 
ments 

New Image Spa Aruba @ 
Barcelo Hotel 
Alfie's Burger jo int& Bar 
Mi Desayuno Restaurant 
Cunucu 297 

Tennis School Aruba Palm 
Beach 

ArubaCanoe water activi- 

ties& paddle school 

Motivami 

Dog Hotel Aruba 

Gomes Air-conditioning & 

services 

InvenTech Aruba 
Best Buy Family Store 

Its listed on 2 exchang¬ 
es: EtherDelta exchange 


and ForkDelta exchange. 
And listed on CoinMarket- 
Watch.com for market cap 
and price ticker, market 
indicators. GetDelta app 
also forprice ticker." 

Where can people find in- 
formation? 

"You can find more infor¬ 
mation at www.arubacoin. 
org and follow our Face- 
book community page or 
telegram group." 

Do you have cooperation 
with other digital currency? 

"The community members 
and developers are com¬ 
munity members of bitcoin 
and other coins like zcoin 
and ethereum, so yes we 
have collaborations with 
broad spectrum of promi¬ 
nent developers and com¬ 
munity members in the 
space." 

What can you say about 
the comments that digital 
currency comes with high 
eneigy costs? 

"High energy cost will de¬ 
pend on which algorithm/ 
mining hardware your talk¬ 
ing about (asic). The high 
energy cost isbased onthe 
countries where nobody 
mines because it would 
be unprofitable. The POW 
(proof of work) algorithm 
which bitcoin is working 
on miners are using green 
cheap energy where there 
is excess elec tricity, like Ice¬ 
land and China. ArubaCo¬ 


in is built on ethereum and 
does not use the sha-256 
algorithm that bitcoin uses 
And soon the protocol 
should be switching to PoS 
which is more energy effi¬ 
cient." 

Why would people choose 
for digital currency? How 
would tourists benefit from 
this? 

"Most adoption it's fueled 
by necessity, if it solves a 
problem there will be users 
and growth. 

And we see many oppor¬ 
tunities and use-cases that 
can be used with it, that 
otherwise could not be 
accomplished. We are fo¬ 
cused on the local com¬ 
munity and eco-system, 
tourist are not the priority. 
Of course you have Aruban 
community members that 
live abroad, those are al¬ 
ready participating in Aru¬ 
baCoin, they also have a 
unique use-case because 
they could send $10 from 
Europe instantly and the 
received can pay their bill 
instantly, within minutes. 
ArubaCoin is very new, we 
do not recommend any¬ 
body to take this as an in¬ 
vestment advice. 

Bitcoin, ArubaCoin or any 
cryptocurrency can be 
HIGHLY volatile, we do not 
recommend anybody buy¬ 
ing cryptocurrency without 
doing due diligence how 
to use it. If you lose your 
private key or password or 
don't properly back it up, 
nobody can retrieve those 
coins."Q 
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Aiuba Ray's Comedy 
C ELEBRAUNG 115 FIVE YEAR ANNIVERSARY! 




PALM BEACH - The "Aiuba 
Ray's Comedy" features 
some of the funniest Ameri¬ 
can stand up comedians in 
a terrific 90-minute show. 

Celebrating five year's of 
Excellence in Aruba, Aruba 
Ray's Comedy is the num¬ 
ber one rated Night lime 
Activity on Trip Ad visor, the 
numberone rated Show on 
TripAdvisor, and the num¬ 
berone rated Fun Activity 
on TripAdvsior. 

And was named as one of 
USA Today's "10 Best!" 

Advance tickets are sug¬ 
gested - - and are less ex¬ 
pensive - - at www.Aruba- 
Comedy.com. 


Ibis is the same caliber 
show you would find at the 
top comedy clubs in NYC. 
Ihe comedians are truly 
some of the best from the 
United States, and perform 
in a relaxed, intimate set¬ 
ting at the Marriott. 

In addition, there is an op¬ 
tion to purchase a four- 
hourpremium open barfor 
only $20. 

This wonderful show is a 
great way to spend a night 
out. 

Ibp American stand up 
comics perform in Aruba 
Ray Ellin's phenomenal 
show at the Marriott Resort 
and Stellaris Casino! 

APPEARING UNTIL AUGUST 


101H: 

DAN NA1URMAN FROM 
“AMERICA'S GOT TALENT" 
PETE LEE FROM "IHE J IMMY 
FALLON SHOW," ERIN J AC K- 
SON FROM "LAST COMIC 
S1ANDING," BRIAN SCOTT 
MCFADDEN FROM CBS' 
"IHE LATE SHOW' and RAY 
ELUN FROM COMEDY CEN¬ 
TRAL 


Ray Ellin hosts and produc¬ 
es the shows. Considered 
by his peers to be the best 
host in NYC, Ray is known 
as "Aruba Ray" because of 
his passion for Aruba. Ray 
has been coming to Aruba 
every month for the past six 
years, and produces and 
hosts these incredible com¬ 


edy showson the island. He 
is a popular comedian in 
New York, and hasbrought 
his talent and colleagues 
to Aruba. 

Ray has appeared on 
many television programs; 
he has hosted the popu¬ 
lar talk show Late Net, and 
hosted the television shows 
The Movie Loft, Brain Fuel, 
and New York Now. He 
also produced and direct¬ 
ed the very successful film 
The Latin Legends of Com¬ 
edy, distributed by 20th 
Century Fox. 

Ray is executive producer 
and is co-starring in the 
new television show This 
Week at the Cellar, which 
will premiere on Comedy 
Central on October26th. 


The shows are at 830pm, 
every night, from July 8th 
to August 10th, in the Am¬ 
sterdam Ballroom at the 
Marriott Resort, down the 
hall from the casino. Doors 
open at 8pm. 

It is suggested to arrive 
early - seating is first come 
first serve. The showroom is 
intimate - - it is suggested 
you purchase tickets in ad¬ 
vance at www.ArubaCom- 
edy.com. You can also 
purchase tickets (subject to 
availability!) at the Amster¬ 
dam Ballroom showroom 
doorat 730pm. The tickets 
are $36 online, and $40 at 
the door. 

Plus, audience members 
can purchase an OPTION- 
ALfourhourpremium open 
barforonly $20! 

The premium open bar 
continues after the show in 
the casino until midnight. 

This is an incredible deal! 
Anyone can attend, how¬ 
ever the show is suggested 
fora mature audience. 

Ask your concierge for as¬ 
sistance, or call the Aruba 
Marriott Resort and Stella ris 
Casino at 520-6225, or call 
749-4363. 

THE #1 RATED NIGHT TIME 
ACTIVITY AND #1 RATED 
SHOW ON TRIPADVISORQ 
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Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 


583.5000 i cQsinaalEiambra.com 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


• Join the Players' Club and WIN UP TO $1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY - Guaranteed! 




THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 

Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 

Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Earn DOUBLE POINTS 
all day long! 

Use your Players' Club card !o piay 
our slots from 1 Oam to 4am and 
well DOUBLE your points! 


Subway 1 Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Baskin-Robbins 
Fusion Piono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terner Boutique [ R-Gloss | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


? •• - 


The Aruba Tourism Authority proudly presentsGoodvu II Ambassadors 
Certificate to Cart & Mary Hultman. 



PALM BEACH — Recently, The symbolic honorary consecutive years land. nesentative of Aruba Tour- 

Ms Da Mine & de Cuba had title is presented on be- Mr. Carl Hultman is Pnesi- ism Authority Ms. Da Mine S. 

the great pleasure to honor half of the Minister of Tour- The honorees were: Mr. dent Board MemberatLa de Cuba in the presence 

a Loyal and friendly visi- ism, Transportation, as a Carl & Mrs Mary Hultman Cabana Beach Resort. of members at La Cabana 

toisof Aruba as their home token of appreciation to honored as Goodwill Am- Beach Resort. □ 

away from home. the guests who visit Aruba bassa dors for 25 years of The certificate was pre- 

between 10-20 and more consecutive visit to our is sented to them by the rep- 
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ARUBA ART FAIR 2018 




SAN NICOLAAS- Ihisyear 
Aruba Art Fair will be trans¬ 
forming the streets of San 
Nicolaasonce again into a 
spec tac ularwotk of art Ihe 
National Library building in 
San Nicolaaswill be turned 
into a masterpiece. 

It is known that many trav¬ 
elers nowadays will seek a 
different experience when 
looking fora destiny to go 
to for amusement. Aruba, 
thanks to the big effort of 


Aruba Tourism Authority 
Sui Generis and a dynamic 
team, are one step ahead 
anticipating the changes 
and taking action in order 
for Aruba to continue be¬ 
ing an island that has more 
to offer than just the per¬ 
fect beaches. 

Art & Culture is something 
that more and more tourists 
are seeking. 

San Nicolaas in just 2 years 
hasbecomea keypointfor 


the tourist that are seeking 
for something more during 
their stay. Since the first Art 
Fair back in 2016 more and 
more tourists are consider¬ 
ing San Nicolaasintheirout- 
ing. A Strategic planning in¬ 
cluding international artists 
iswhatthey are working on. 
"fhe world's best of the best 
are being searched for in 
order to generate more 
and more spectacular mu¬ 
rals on the buildings in the 
streets of San Nicolaas. Not 



only the buildings but also 
the streets will get a com¬ 
plete new look to make it 
extraordinary. 

Since the start of Aruba 
Art Fair in 2016, the build¬ 
ing of the National library 
has been on top of their list 
to get a complete make¬ 
over. Since 2016 this build¬ 
ing has been undergoing 
renovation and finally this 
year the renovation have 
been completed. The en¬ 
tire building hasbeenpaint¬ 
ed white and a waits now 3 
artists from Europe to trans¬ 
form it into a magnificent 
artwork. Ihe 3 artists from 
Kazakhstan, Czech Re¬ 
public and Portugal have 
already worked together. 
Dmitrij Proskin, ChemiS of 
Kazakhstan is well known 
in Aruba forhispiece of art 
"House of Cards". 

He is a writer and philan¬ 
thropist who recently of¬ 
fered all his profits of his 
masterpiece Pink Croco¬ 
dile to establish a hospice 
in Czech Republic. Mr. 
Dheo, self-educated, from 
an early age has been 
converting hisworkin spec¬ 
tacular pieces of arts ac¬ 
claimed around the world. 
This young artist from Portu¬ 


gal hasmajestic work of art 
in over40 countriesaround 
the world. ParizOne, visual 
artist also from Portugal 
has become very popular 
internationally recently for 
his painting "What goes 
around" which received 
numerousawardsand was 
sold fora gigantic sum at 
the Catawiki International 
Street Art/Urban Art Auc¬ 
tion 2018. Pariz One is also 
well known all over Europe 
for his sports clothing line 
with colors and designs just 
as remarkable as his paint¬ 
ings 

Aruba Art Fair wants to in¬ 
vite the whole community 
of Aruba to send their wish 
of what they want to see 
on the murals of the Na¬ 
tional Library in San Nico¬ 
laas on their website www. 
arubaartfair.com of mail 
info @a rubaa rtfa ir.com. 
Aruba Art Fair 2018 is pos¬ 
sible thank to the numer¬ 
ous sponsors Aruba Tour¬ 
ism Authority Sui Generis, 
PrinsBernard FondsCaribe, 
Unoca, Divi Resorts Aruba, 
Kooyman BV, AIS y VNO. 
Aruba Art Fair2018 will take 
place in the streets of San 
Nicolaas October 5, 6 & 7, 
2018. □ 
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NFL 

concussion 
claims hit 
$500M in 
less than 
2 years 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — More 
than $500 million in claims 
were approved asof Mon¬ 
day under the NFL's con¬ 
cussion settlement, nearly 
a decade earlier than 
league officials estimated 
they would reach that 
amount. Claims adminis¬ 
trators in the settlement re¬ 
leased an updated report 
on the concussion settle¬ 
ment information website 
saying about $502 million 
had been approved in less 
tha n two yea rsof the settle- 
ment.lhe original actuarial 
estimates from the NFL es¬ 
timated a little more than 
$400 million would be paid 
out in the first decade. 
Attorneys for the retired 
players adjusted their esti¬ 
mates on the total payout 
of expected claims earlier 
this month, saying the set¬ 
tlement would likely reach 
$1.4 billion— almost a half 
billion more than the NFL 
originally estimated. 

'We encourage all eligible 
former players to immedi¬ 
ately sign up fora baseline 
assessment, and they can 
take comfort in knowing 
that compensation will be 
available for more than 
60 years if they develop 
a qualifying condition," 
said Christopher Seeger, 
co-lead class counsel for 
the former NFL players. 
'The fact that $500 million 
in claims have been ap¬ 
proved in less than two 
years proves that this set¬ 
tlement is fulfilling its prom¬ 
ise to former NFL players 
and theirfamilies." 

Almost 2,000 claims have 
been filed in less than two 
years, according to the up¬ 
date filed Monday .□ 



Atlanta Braves starting pitcher Sean Newcomb works in the fifth inning of a baseball game against the Los Angeles Dodgers, Sun¬ 
day, July 29, 2018, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 
Page 19 
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Eovaldi sharp in Red Sox debut; Boston beats twins 3-0 



Boston Red Sox's Nathan Eovaldi smiles as he steps off the mound after pitching against the 
Minnesota Twins in the fourth inning of a baseball game, Sunday, J uly 29, 2018, in Boston. 

Associated Press 


By The Assoc iated Press 
BOSTON(AP) — Nathan Eo¬ 
valdi pitched seven impres¬ 
sive innings in his first start 
with Boston, J .D. Martinez 
drove in all three runs to 
increase his major league¬ 
leading RBI total to 89 and 
the Red Sox beat Minneso¬ 
ta for their 18th victory in 22 
games. 

Martinez had a double, sin¬ 
gle and walk, and Andrew 
Benintendi added two hits 
and a walk for the Red 
Sox. "fhe AL East-leaders im¬ 
proved to a majors' best 74- 
33 by winning three of four 
in the weekend series 
Acquired in trade from 
Tampa Bay for a minor 
league pitcheron Wednes¬ 
day, Eovaldi (4-4) gave up 
four hits, striking out five 
without issuing a walk. Matt 
Bames pitched the eighth 
and Craig Kimbrel got the 
final three outs for his 33rd 
save. 

Jose Berrios (10-8) was in 
trouble every inning, giving 
up three runs on nine hits 
with three walks and five 
strikeouts in 4 2/3 in his first 
careerstartin Fenway Park. 
YANKEES 6, ROYALS3 
NEW YORK (AP) — J .A. 
Happ made the midseason 
impactthe Yankeeshoped 
for, pitching one-run ball 
over six innings to win his 
New Yorkdebut. 

Ihree days after New York 
acquired the 35-year-old 
left-hander from Toronto for 
infielder Brand on Drury and 
outfield prospect Billy McK¬ 
inney, Happ took a shutout 
into the fifth before Salva¬ 
dor Perez's opposite-field 
home run into the Yankees 
bullpen in right-center. 
Happ (11-6) struck out two 
and walked one, and the 
first-time All-Star ended a 
four-sta rt winless strea k. 
Aaron Hicks hit a two-run 
homer in the first off the 
screen attached to the 
right-field foul pole, a drive 


off Burch Smith (1-2). Hicks 
also doubled, singled and 
walked for the Yankees, 
who took three over four 
against the woeful Roy¬ 
als (32-73), who traded 
star third baseman Mike 
Moustakas to Milwaukee 
on Friday. 

RANGERS4, ASTROS3 
HOUSTON (AP) — Jurick- 
son Profar hit a go-ahead 
double deflected by the 
pitcher and stayed in de¬ 
spite getting kicked in the 
face as Texas became the 
first team to sweep Houston 
this year. 

Texas took three in a row 
from the AL West leaders 
and extended the Astros' 
skid to a season-high four 
games. 

The last-place Rangerswon 
even though they struck 
out 19 times — the most 
Houston pitchers have re¬ 
corded in a nine-inning 
game in franchise history. 

It was 1-all in the sixth when 
Rougned Odor doubled 
and Profar hit a grounder 
nicked by Lance McCull- 
ers (10-6) that rolled into 


the outfield. Astros second 
baseman Yuli Gunnel lost his 
balance and kicked Profar 
in the cheek with his cleats 
as he slid into second base. 
Mike Minor (7-6) allowed 
four hits and two runs while 
striking out eight in six in¬ 
nings for his first win since 
June 27. Keone Kela al¬ 
lowed a run in the ninth 
before retiring George 
Springer with two on to get 
his24th save. 

INDIANS 8, TIG ERS 1 
DETROIT (AP) — Yonder 
Alonso, Melky Cabrera 
and Edwin Encamacion all 
homered for Cleveland, 
and Corey Kluber pitched 
into the eighth inning in a 
victory over Detroit. 

Rajai Davis added a triple 
and two doubles for the 
Indians, who took two of 
three in Detroit and extend¬ 
ed their AL Central lead to 
nine games over Minne¬ 
sota. It's the largest division 
lead in the major leagues 
at the moment. 

Kluber (13-6) allowed a run 
and five hits in 71/3 innings 
He walked one and struck 


out five. 

Jordan Zimmermann (4-3) 
allowed five runs and six 
hits in three innings. 
ORIOLES 11, RAYS5 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Adam 
Jones had three hits and 
an RBI in what could be his 
final game with the Orioles, 
and Baltimore beat Tampa 
Bayfora rare serieswin. 

The rebuilding Orioles are 
looking to deal Jones be¬ 
fore Tuesday's non-waiver 
trade deadline. Now in his 
11th year with Baltimore, 
the 31-year-old center 
fielder becomes a free 
agent afterthe season. 
Jones is on a tear, batting 
.417 during a nine-game 
hitting streak. He went 3for 
4 with a walk and notched 
his85th stolen base with the 
Orioles, moving him into a 
tie for 10th place with Don 
Buford on the franchise list. 
Chris Davis hit a pair of 
two-run homers, and Aus¬ 
tin Wynns and Jonathan 
Sc hoop also connected for 
the Orioles. 

BLUE JAYS 7, WHITE SOX 4 
CHICAGO (AP) — Bran¬ 


don Drury hit a go-ahead, 
two-run double in a five-run 
ninth inning and Toronto 
beatChicago. 

Luke Maile had an RBI 
double and Lourdes Gur- 
riel J r. added an RBI single 
in the inning before Gurriel 
exited with knee and ankle 
injuries. Teoscar Hernandez 
homered to tie the game 
earlier in the ninth for the 
Blue Jays, who won two 
of three against the White 
Sox. 

Hernandez'shomerto lead 
off the inning was his 16th 
of the season. 

Gurriel extended his Toron¬ 
to record of consecutive 
multihit games to 11 with 
his RBI single in the eighth 
that cut the lead to 3-2. The 
24-year-old has batted .500 
(25for50) during the streak, 
which ties Tony Perez in 
1973 for the longest in the 
la st 50 yea rein the majors. 
Luis Santos (1-1) allowed 
a run in two innings for the 
win. J ace Fry (0-2) allowed 
three runs without record¬ 
ing an out. 

MARINERS8, ANGELS5 
ANAHEIM, Calif. (AP) — 
Mike ZUnino had a two-run 
double in a seven-run first 
inning and Marco Gonza¬ 
les (12-5) went six strong in¬ 
nings to help Seattle beat 
LosAngeles. 

ZUnino drove in three runs, 
also delivering an RBI dou¬ 
ble in the third inning, asthe 
Mariners salvaged the final 
game of the three-game 
series. Dee Gordon, De- 
nard Span and Ben Gamel 
had three hits each for the 
Mariners. 

Justin Upton hit a two-run 
home run for the Angels in 
the fifth inning, his 21st of 
the season, and added an 
RBI single in the seventh. Los 
Angeles saw its four-game 
win streak come to an end. 
Angels starter Felix Pena (1- 
2) faced nine batters and 
recorded just one outO 


Osuna sent to Astros by Blue Jays for Giles in closer swap 


SEATILE (AP) — Swapping 
a closer with on-field prob¬ 
lems for one with off-field 
troubles, the World Series 
champion Houston Astros 
have traded Ken Giles to 
the To ro nto Blue J a ys a lo ng 
with a pairof pitching pros¬ 


pects for Roberto Osuna. 
Houston also sent right¬ 
handers David Paulino and 
Hector Perez to Toronto as 
part of the deal Monday, 
a day before the deadline 
fortrades without waivers. 
The 23-year-old Osuna is 


eligible to pitch in the ma¬ 
jor leagues starting Sunday 
aftera 75-game suspension 
under Major League Base¬ 
ball's domestic violence 
policy. He has made six 
scoreless one-inning ap¬ 
pearances in the minors 


since J uly 14, the last three 
atTriple-A. 

Osuna has not pitched in 
the big leagues since May 
6, two days before he was 
put on administrative leave 
when he waschanged with 
one count of assault in To¬ 


ronto — which remains 
pending. Osuna is 0-0 with 
nine saves in 10 chances 
and a 2.93 ERA in 15 games 
this season. He was an All- 
Star last year, when he 
went 3-4 with 39 saves and 
a 3.38 ERAO 
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Newcomb falls 1 out short of 
no-hitter. Braves beat Dodgers 


SPORTS 1^1 9 31 JULY 



Atlanta Braves starting pitcher Sean Newcomb works in the 
fourth inning of a baseball game against the los Angeles 
Dodgers, Sunday, J uly 29, 2018, in Atlanta. 

Associated Ftess 


By The Assoc iated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Sea n New¬ 
comb came within one 
strike of pitching the first no¬ 
hitter by the Atlanta Braves 
since 1994, denied when 
Chris Taylor sharply singled 
in a 4-1 win overthe Los An¬ 
geles Dodgerson Sunday. 
Newcomb had a 2-2 count 
with two outs in the ninth 
inning when Taylor hit a 
hard grounder beyond the 
reach of diving third base- 
man J ohan Camargo. That 
came on the career-high 
134th and final pitch by the 
25-year-old lefty. 

Newcomb (10-5) left to a 
thunderous standing ova¬ 
tion from the sellout crowd 
at SunTrust Park as man¬ 
ager Brian Snitker removed 
him. Snitker took the ball 
and gave it back to New¬ 
comb as a keepsake — in¬ 
stead, Newcomb simply 
tossed it toward the Atlan¬ 
ta dug out a she walked off, 
wanting no souvenir of the 
near-miss. 

Newcomb apologized 
about an hour after the 
game for racist, homopho¬ 
bic and sexist tweets he 
sent as a teenager, calling 
them "some stupid stuff." 
Ross Stripling (8-3) was sub- 
par in his second straight 
start, allowing four runs, 
seven hits and one walk 
with five strikeouts in four in¬ 
nings. 

CUBS5, CARDINALS2 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Kyle Hen¬ 
dricks pitched seven sharp 
innings, Ben Zabristhad four 
hits and the Cubs salvaged 
the finale of their weekend 
series. 

Hendricks (7-9) retired his 
last 17 batters, settling into 
a nice little groove after 


Marcell Ozuna's two-run 
homerin the first inning. "The 
right-hander allowed four 
hits in just his second win in 
his last eight starts. 

Zbbrist and Anthony Rizzo 
homered as NL leading- 
Chicago moved 1 1/2 

games ahead of second- 
place Milwaukee in the 
NL Central. Pedro Strop 
pitched a perfect ninth for 
his fifth save. 

St. Louis had won three of 
four. John Gant (3-4) was 
charged with three runs, 
two earned, and four hits in 
41/3 innings 

The start of the game was 
delayed 1 hour, 16 minutes 
due to rain. 

ROC KIES 3, ATHLETICS 2 
DENVER (AP) — German 
Marquez continued Colo¬ 
rado's strong starting pitch¬ 
ing, Tom Murphy homered 
and the Rockies beat Oak¬ 
land to sweep the inter¬ 
league series. 

Marquez (9-8) returned 
from paternity leave to de¬ 
liver 7 2/3 solid innings and 
help the Rockieswin forthe 
11th time in 13 games He 
allowed two runs on five 
hits and struck out eight. He 
left to a standing ovation 
afterfanning Nick Martini. 
Khris Davis and Matt Chap¬ 
man homered forthe A's, 
who lost just their first series 
in their last 12. Oakland 
had won six straight games 
before being swept in Col¬ 
orado. 

MET51, PIRATES 0 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Zbck 
Wheeler pitched six strong 
innings and drove in the 
lone run, leading New York 
over Pittsburgh. 

Wheeler (5-6) allowed five 
hits with seven strikeouts 


and one walk, and got his 
fourth RBI of the season on 
a double in the fifth. He 
won a third straight start af¬ 
ter giving up a combined 
six runs in 14 2/3 innings 
overhispasttwo. 

The Metssplitthe four-game 
series with the Pirates, who 
lostforjust the fourth time in 
their past 19 games. 
Wheeler's double helped 
his own cause after Luis 
Guilloime singled with two 
outs He sent a drive off J oe 
Musgrove (4-5) over right 
fielder Gregory Polanco to 
score Guillorme from sec¬ 
ond. 

GIANTS8, BREWERS5 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) 
Buster Posey had four hits, 
including a three-run dou¬ 
ble to help San Francisco 
break out of a collective 
funk, and the Giants beat 
Milwaukee to avoid a four- 
game sweep. 

Pablo Sandoval added a 
two-run triple before leav¬ 
ing with a possible ham¬ 
string injury, GorkysHernan¬ 
dez hit his 12th home run 
and Evan Longoria had a 
sacrifice fly, his first RBI since 
spending more than a 
month on the disabled list. 
Andrew Suarez (4-6) al¬ 
lowed four runs in six innings 
forhisfirstwin sincej une 29. 
Ryan Braun, Travis Shaw 
and Heman Perez hom¬ 
ered for Milwaukee. Chris¬ 
tian Yelich singled to ex¬ 
tend his hitting streak to 13 
games. 

San Francisco had been 
held to two orfewerruns in 
11 of its 22 games in J uly be¬ 
fore breaking out against 
Milwaukee starter Junior 
Guerra (6-7) in the third. 
REDS 4, PHILLIES 0 


CINCINNATI (AP) — Luis 
Castillo allowed four hits 
in a season-high seven in¬ 
nings, Scooter Gennett hit 
a two-run homer and Cin¬ 
cinnati wrapped up its long 
homestand with a third 
consecutive win overPhila- 
delphia. 

Phillip Ervin and Curt Casali 
each had an RBI and run 
for the Reds, who won a 
four-game series against 
the Phillies for the first time 
in nearly 21 years. 

Castillo (6-8) had a season- 
high nine strikeouts. He re¬ 
tired 14 of his la st 15 batters. 
Philadelphia has lost Zhch 
Eflin's last three starts after 
winning six straight. In his 
second start since coming 
off the disabled list with a 
right middle finger blister, 
Eflin (7-3) allowed four runs 
in 5 1/3 innings. 

MARUNS5, NAllONALSO 
MIAMI (AP) — Jose Urena 
and three relievers com¬ 
bined on a two-hitter for 
Miami in a win over Wash¬ 
ington to split a four-game 
series 

Urena (3-10) threw six 
scoreless innings allowing 
only one hit. Adam Con¬ 
ley, Brad Ziegler, and Drew 


Steckenridereach pitched 
an inning in relief for the 
Marlins. 

Miami was outscored 19-4 
losing the first two games 
before limiting the Nation¬ 
als to one run on seven hits 
in the fina I two ga mes 
Jeremy He Hickson (4-2) 
allowed five runs, three 
earned, and eight hits in 4 
2/3 innings 

DIAMONDBACKS5, PADRES 
4 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — Paul 
Goldschmidt and Nick 
Ahmed each hit a two-run 
homerand A.J. Pollock a Iso 
connected for Arizona, 
which held on to beat San 
Diego for a three-game 
sweep. 

Clay Buchholz (4-1) almost 
got through the sixth as he 
won his third straight start. 
Brad Boxberger, who was 
with San Diego in 2012-13, 
pitched a perfect ninth for 
his25th save in 30chances 
The Padres lost their 
fifth straight game and 
dropped to 2-7 since the 
All-Star break. They've lost 
12 of 14 overall. 

All three Diamondbacks 
homers came off rookie 
lefty J oey Lucchesi (5-6)0 


Na tiona Is SS Turner apologizes for offensive tweets 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Na¬ 
tionals shortstop Trea Turner 
apologized Sunday night 
for some years-old homo- 
phobic and racially insensi¬ 
tive tweets, becoming the 
latest in a series of major 
leaguers to address offen¬ 
sive language they used on 
social media. The tweets 
surfaced hours after Wash¬ 
ington's 5-0 loss at Miami. 


The postsarefrom2011 and 
2012.The 25-year-old Turner 
said there is no excuse for 
his language and he is "sin¬ 
cerely sorry forthose tweets 
and apologize wholeheart¬ 
edly.""! believe people who 
know me understand those 
regrettable actions do not 
reflect my values or who I 
am,"he said in a statement 
issued by the team. "But I 


understand the hurtful na¬ 
ture of such language and 
am sorry to have brought 
any negative light to the 
Nationals organization, my¬ 
self orthe game I love." 
Atlanta Braves pitcher 
Sean Newcomb also apol¬ 
ogized Sunday for racist, 
homophobic and sexist 
tweets he sent as a teen¬ 
ager, calling them "some 


stupid stuff." Major League 
Baseball dealt with a simi¬ 
lar situation this month in¬ 
volving Milwaukee Brewers 
reliever Josh Haderon the 
night he pitched in the All- 
StarGame. 

Mike Rizzo, the president of 
baseball operations for the 
Nationals, said he spoke 
withTumeraboutthe issue. 
"He understands that his 


comments — regardless of 
when they were posted — 
are inexcusable and stak¬ 
ing full responsibility for his 
actions,"Rizzo said in a sep¬ 
arate statement released 
by the team. 'The Nationals 
organization does not con¬ 
done discrimination in any 
form, and his comments in 
no way reflectthe valuesof 
ourclubO 
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Hall of Fame to "honor" absent Owens as part of 2018 class 


By BARFY MINER 
APPro Football Writer 

Despite his decision to not 
attend Saturday's Pro Foot¬ 
ball Hall of Fame induction 
ceremonies, Terrell Owens 
will be "honored" by the hall 
forhisNFLcareer. 

Hall President David Baker 
tells The Associated Press 
on Monday that the Can¬ 
ton, Ohio, shrine's mission 
statement begins with the 
goal 'to honor the heroes 
of the game." 

So Owens, who instead will 
be making an appearance 
at the University of Chatta¬ 
nooga , where he played 
college football, will be 
part of the 2018 class ex¬ 
hibit that includes a glass 
lockerforeach new mem¬ 
ber; their pictures on the 
light standards of Tom Ben¬ 
son Hall of Fame Stadium; 
a role in opening videos 
shown within the stadium; 
and mention in any refer¬ 
ence to the 2018 class. 
Baker said NFL Network 
and ESPN, which both 



In this J uly 18, 2018, file photo, former NR. playerTerrell Owens 
anives atthe ESPY Awards in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


televise the inductions, will career to the audience at 
show a video of Owens' home. That video will not 


be shown in the stadium. 
"It's difficult he will not be 
here to put on the jacket, 
unveil his bust, make a 
speech, and attend the 
parade," Baker says "For 
those things, there's noth¬ 
ing we can do." 

Owens has cited the fact it 
took three years of eligibil¬ 
ity for him to make the hall, 
claiming there were false 
representations of him as a 
teammate during the vot¬ 
ing process He also noted 
that no formerplayersvote, 
ignoring that Hall of Farri¬ 
ers J a mes Lofton and Dan 
Foutsare among those on 
the committee. 

Ihe 44-year-old Owens had 
a mostly sensational 15- 
yearcareerplaying forSan 
Francisco, Philadelphia, 
Dallas, Buffalo and Cincin¬ 
nati. He is second to Jerry 
Rice in receiving yard sand 
third in touchdown catch¬ 
es behind Rice and Randy 
Moss, who is entering the 
hall this week and will at¬ 
tend the festivities. 


But he a Iso eventua lly wore 
out his welcome in those 
cities, and now Canton 
probably can be added to 
that list. 

Trough he will always be 
received properly at the 
hall, Baker says. 

"I told him I am very disap¬ 
pointed, it is unprecedent¬ 
ed, and we've certainly 
been trying to persuade 
him to come," Baker says 
"He has a whole city here, 
with 4,800 volunteers who 
do everything to honor 
these guys. For him, this 
could be the opportunity 
to be honored the way I 
believe he always felt he 
should be honored. 

"We respect he has strong 
feelings of his own and I 
respect his right to make 
that decision. I invited him 
to the hall, even at the 
last moment he would be 
welcomed, and he is wel¬ 
comed every day the rest 
of his life. Even though he is 
not here, we will honor him 
to the best of ourability.'O 




Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 


Moffo at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 


Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was born. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood"or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy" Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm (6-hour 
trips also available).To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.corn or call Herbert direct at 
(297)-5924040, 


Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (dosed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.driftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 12. Oranjestad, 
Aruba 
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AftUSA 

WINE 

IDINE 


ALL YOU 
CAN EAT! 

BBQ buffet 


BEACH 

SEATING 


Located on the beach between Holiday Inn and Marriott's Surf Club, Palm Beach 

T; +297 586 5365- E: moombabeachiiafubawineanddine.com - www.moombabeach.com 


FRIDAY & SUNDAY 

BBQ BUFFET 

5 PM - 10 PM 


AH-you-can-eat- ribs, chicken 
and beef skewers, sausages 
and grouper, a salad bar, 
corn on the cob, rice, 
potato wedges and various 
home-made sauces. 




BAR & RESTAURANT 


NASCAR needs to change the tone starting attire top 



Kyle Busch celebrates after winning a NASCAR Cup Series auto race, Sunday, J uly 29, 2018, in 
Long Pond, Pa. 

Associated Press 


By J ENNA FRYER 
APAuto Racing Writer 
CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) - 

"the sky is not falling on 
NASCAR, its top executives 
insist, and a cheerier dispo¬ 
sition could go a long way 
in lifting the black clouds 
surrounding the series 
That is a paraphrase of the 
message NASCAR chief 
operating officer Steve 
Phelps delivered atPocono 
Raceway during a week¬ 
end sponsorship celebra¬ 
tion. Phelps was presenting 
good news — that Camp¬ 
ing World will continue as 
sponsor of the Truck Series 
through 2022underGander 
Outdoors branding — but 
his singular announcement 
couldn't mask the larger is- 
suesfacing NASCAR. 
Phelpsargued otherwise. 

"I think this industry tends 
to focus on the negative," 
Phelps said . "I'm not re¬ 
ally sure why.'Because 
television ratings continue 
to slide, and seven-time 
NASCAR champion Jim¬ 
mie Johnson is seeking a 
new sponsor. Because the 
same three drivers have 
combined to win 16 of 21 
Cup races this season, and 
the tracks and the sched¬ 
ule are stale. Because the 
France family is reportedly 
interested in selling NAS 
CAR and Chairman Brian 
France has yet to address 
the report straight-on and 
hasinstead stated only that 
his family is committed to 
running the series. 

Phelps' position mirrored 
the message France de¬ 
livered last week when he 
called SiriusXM NASCARRa- 
dio and wasasked what he 
would tell fans about 'the 


state of their NASCAR right 
now." 

'Well, I think we are having 
a good year," France said. 
'Things are changing a lot 
in sports, and that'sa given, 
with how things are being 
consumed. More digital, 
more this, more that, and 
we're trying to meet their 
needs in terms of how they 
take in NASCAR and it is 
terrific. We've got unbeliev¬ 
able fa ns and we are very 
proud ofthat." 

Perhaps a message with a 
little more meat to it would 
have raised the spirits of 
an aging fanbase that no 
longer hangs on every left 
turn.Phelps is right: The vo¬ 
cal majority of NASCARfind 
fault in most everything. But 
that doesn't make them 
fools capable of believing 
France's proclamation that 
thisisa "good yeaCforNAS 
CAR. 

For that, the blame is strictly 


on NASCARand itsownfail¬ 
ure to fix the negative per¬ 
ceptions surrounding the 
seriesFrance could have 
addressed the sale rumors 
when Reuters first issued its 
report in May. But he didn't, 
and nearly three months 
later still has not stated 
whether NASCAR is or is not 
for sale. He doesn't pub¬ 
licly say much of anything 
anymore, which is his right. 
But someone needs to be 
leading the cheers and if 
the fans only focus on the 
negative it is because NAS 
CAR isn't doing a good 
enough job to promote the 
positives 

There are some areas to 
crow about, too: 

— Bubba Wallace was not 
injured Sunday in a violent 
collision at Pocono that 
cracked a section of the 
energy-absorbing SAFER 
barrier. Upgrades to safety 
have been an ongoing 


process since Dale Earn¬ 
hardt's 2001 fatal accident, 
and after Kyle Busch broke 
both his legs in a 2015 ac¬ 
cident at Daytona, addi¬ 
tional SAFER barriers have 
been built into almost every 
track on the circuit. Wrecks 
are one of the lures of NAS 
CARand because they are 
so frequent, it is easy to get 
desensitized to the danger. 
Wallace's wreck was a re- 
minderthat it is still a dead¬ 
ly sport, and NASCAR has 
worked diligently to lessen 
the risks. 

— Three series champions 
are presently racing each 
other each week for the 
Cup title. Busch and Kevin 
Harvick have six wins each, 
while reigning NASCAR 
champion Martin Truexjr. 
has four. Only four other 
drivers have been to victo¬ 
ry lane this season, and the 
last three races have gone 
to Truex, Ha rvic k a nd Busc h, 


in that order. Some may ar- 
gue the Big 3 winning each 
week is getting old, but is 
a chess match between a 
Ford and two Toyota teams 
unlike anything that's been 
seen since the so-called 
"good 'ol days" of NASCAR. 

— Although they aren't 
racing for wins right now, 
younger drivers are in the 
playoff mix and seven driv¬ 
ers not considered veterans 
are currently in the top 16 in 
the standings. At Pocono, 
five 'Young Guns" finished 
in the top seven, and that 
included Hendrick Motor- 
sports' baby-faced trio of 
Alex Bowman, William By¬ 
ron and Chase Elliott. 

— NASCAR's experiment 
with "enhanced weekends" 
that cut the on-track por¬ 
tion of an event from three 
days to two has been a 
boon to teams and given 
the road warriors a breath- 
erfrom the grueling 38-race 
schedule. Pocono was a 
two-day event, which led 
to a lengthy post-qualifying 
inspection process in which 
ma ny c a rsfa iled. The tra d e- 
off was worth it to those 
who put in double shifts at 
the track each weekend. 
"Anything that keeps us 
home an extra day isgood 
for me," said Busch crew 
chief Adam Stevens. "I 
have a family, most of us 
do, and if we can spend 
some extra time with them, 
it ta kes a little stress off the 
year. Ithinkit'sthe rightway 
to go." 

Maybe the sky isn't falling 
the focus too often takes 
a sinister slant. But that's 
on NASCAR to clean up — 
and only NASCAR knows 
the size of the projectO 
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Horan's late goal pulls U.& into 1-ldiaw w th Australia 



United States' Undsey Hoian (9) is hugged by teammate McCall Zetboni afterscoring a goal 
during a women's international soccer match against Australia, Sunday, July 29,2018, in East 
Hartford, Conn. 

Associated Press 


EAST HARTFORD, Conn. (AP) 

— Lindsey Honan scored in 
the 90th minute to give the 
United States a 1-1 draw 
with Australia on Sunday 
night in the Tournament of 
Nations. 

Horan scored on a bounc¬ 
ing header off a well- 
placed comer kick from 
Megan Rapinoe. The tie 
extended the Americans' 
undefeated streak to 18 
games. 

"I actually thought perfor¬ 
mance-wise, I thought we 
played pretty well," Rapi¬ 
noe said. "We had a lot of 
chances, exposed them 
quite a bit in the wide ar¬ 
eas, we were able switch 
the ball quite a bit. We had 
some good chances." 

It was Horan's sixth interna¬ 
tional goal. 

Alex Morgan had three 
goals for her fourth career 
hat trick in the team's tour¬ 
nament opener "Thursday 
against Japan in Kansas 
City, Kansas Rapinoe add¬ 
ed a goal and an assist in 
the 4-2 victory. 

"The United States, ranked 


No. 1 in the world, isgearing 
up for Wo rid Cup qualifying 
in October. "The Americans 
hope to defend their title 
next summer at the World 
Cup in France. 

But eighth-ranked Australia, 
which has already secured 
a spot in France, struck 
first when Usa De Vanna 
charged the ball upfield 


before passing off to Chloe 
Logarzo for a goal in the 
22nd minute. 

Australia won its tourna¬ 
ment opener 3-1 over Bra¬ 
zil. "The Matildas, the de¬ 
fending Tournament of Na¬ 
tions champions, beat the 
United States 1-0 last yea r. 
"That was the U.S. team's 
last loss. "They've gone 15-0- 


3 since. 

"The result put the U.S. and 
Australia atop the tourna¬ 
ment standings with four 
pointsapiece. 

'These are the kind of 
games we're going to see 
into qualifying and obvi¬ 
ously going in to the World 
Cup next year," Rapinoe 
said. "I mean, I love these 


games I wish obviously that 
we would have won, but (it 
was) a competitive envi¬ 
ronment, great stadium to¬ 
night. Itwasa good match 
forus, good in a lot of ways, 
good performance and 
good preparing us going 
forward." 

Attendance for the match 
wasannounced a 21,570. 
Earlier Sunday at Pratt & 
Whitney Stadium at Rent- 
schler Field, five-time FIFA 
World Player of the Year 
Marta scored in the 76th 
minute and Beatriz added 
a goal before the end of 
regulation fora 2-1 victory 
for seventh-ranked Brazil 
againstj apan. 

Moeno Sakaguchi scored 
in the third minute of stop¬ 
page time for sixth-ranked 
Japan, which has also se¬ 
cured a spot in the World 
Cup. 

"The tournament wraps up 
on "Thursday at Toyota Park 
in Bridgeview, IllinoisJ apan 
facesAustralia in the open¬ 
ing match followed by 
the United States against 
Brazil.Q 


Mic hael Andrew caps breakout U.S Nationals with 50 free win 


By BETH HARRIS 
AP Sports Whiter 
IRVINE Calif. (AP) — Mi¬ 
chael Andrew is swimming 
in deeper waters now, 
having qualified for his first 
major international senior 
meet with a breakout per¬ 
formance at the U.S. na¬ 
tional championships. 
Andrew earned his fourth 
victory, upsetting current 
world champion Caeleb 
Dressel and 2016 Olympic 
bronze medalist Nathan 
Adrian in the 50-meterfree- 
style on Sunday night. 

"My lucky number is four," 
Andrew said, noting it sig¬ 
nifies the fastest qualifying 
lane. "I felt like it would be 
a nice way to end nation¬ 
als with four titles." 

Andrew, who turned pro 
five years ago at age 14, 
outdueled Dressel in the 
closing meters to touch first 
in 21.49. 

"I'm superstoked with the 
time and for the entire na¬ 
tionals," Andrew said. "It's 
been incredible." 

Andrew punched the wa¬ 
ter with his right hand and 


then raised both arms in 
the lane next to Dressel. 
"Already being on the team 
there was no pressure, I 
could race completely 
free," Andrew said. 

He also won the 100 breast¬ 
stroke and titles in the 50 
breast and 50 butterfly at 
the meet that determined 
the U.S. roster for next 
month's Pan Pacific cham¬ 
pionships in Tokyo. 

Dressel finished in 21.67, 
while Adrian was third in 
21.85. "They were the only 
men under 22 seconds in 
the 50 free fina I. 

Simone Manuel won the 
women's 50 free to go with 
her earlier title in the 100 
free. 

'There's a lot of aspects in 
both my races that I can 
improve going into Tokyo," 
she said. 

The Olympic silver medal¬ 
ist in Rio got to the wall first 
in 24.10, bettering the U.S. 
Open record of 24.13 set 
by Cate Campbell of Aus¬ 
tralia in May 2008. Manuel's 
time also took down the 
10-year-old meet record of 


24.25 by Data Torres and it 
was fourth-quickest in the 
world this year. 

'That's coo I," Manuel said of 
the records. 

Olympian Abbey Weitzeil 
finished second in 24.63. 
Margo Geerwasthird. 
Geer was third in the 100 
free and Weitzeil was 
fourth. 

Kathleen Baker won her 
third individual event, rac¬ 
ing to victory by 1.11 sec¬ 
onds in the 200 individual 
medley. 

Baker led all the way and 
won in 2 minutes, 8.32 sec¬ 
onds, lowering the U.S. 
Open record of 2:08.66 set 
by Katinka Hosszu of Hun¬ 
gary in 2015. Hertime in the 
four-stroke event was also 
the fastest in the world this 
year. 

Baker qualified to swim 
three individual events at 
Pan Pacs after setting a 
world record in the 100 
backstroke and tying for 
first in the 200 back. 
Olympian Chase Kaliszwon 
the men's 200 IM in 1:55.73, 
fastest in the world thisyear. 



Michael Andrew celebrates after winning the men's 50-meter 
freestyle final atthe U.S national championships swimming 
meet Sunday, J uly 29, 2018, in Irvine, Calif. 

Associated Press 


"The men's 800 free title 
went to Sne G rathe in 
7:44.57. He broke the U.S. 
Open record of 7:46.78 set 
by Connor J aeger in 2013. 
Open-water Olympian J or- 
dan Wilimovsky was a dis¬ 
tant second in 7:47.51. 


Ashley Twichell won the 
1,500 free by 6.88 seconds 
over Ally McHugh. Twichell 
touched in 15:55.68, the 
only woman in the final to 
break 16 minutes. McHugh 
was timed in 16:02.56O 
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Pelican Adventures $-!L 


Celebrating our 30th g 

anniversary with YOU! 

jj 

special of the week: Sunset & Dinner Cruise 1 

Includes snacks, open Bar Caribbean music, after 2 hours of Sunset Cruise you will enjoy a 3 course Dinner at our 
Pelican Nest Restaurant on flte Sea, spectacular vfew r professional service. Freshly made dishes to spoil your senses- 

Visit us at Ca&a del Mar, Playa Linds, Holiday inn Conclerge^obby deshJ beach huts, RIU Hut between Antilla ijJ 
Palace Hotel on the beach, or at our own Pelican Pier located between the Holiday inn & Playa Linda Resort °d| 

for reservations call 511-2302 LMonStin) Or booh online at: HnNW.pelican-aruba.com 
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learn Sky's dominance at 
Iburde Ranee set to continue 



Britain's Geraint Thomas, left; wearing the overall leader's 
yellow jeisey and Britain's Christopher Froome hold a glass of 
Champagne during the 21st and lastslage of the 105th edition 
ofthe Iburde Fiance cycling race between Houillesand Paris 
Champs-By sees, Sunday, J uly 29, 2018. 

Associated Ftess 


By SAMUEL PETREQ UN 
AP Sports Writer 
PARIS (AP) — The Tour de 
France has a new cham¬ 
pion, but the narrative re¬ 
mains the same atcycling's 
biggest race: Team Sky's 
domination has no limits 
By placing Geraint Thomas 
on top of the podium on 
the Champs-Elysees on 
Sunday, the British outfit 
ended three weeks of rac¬ 
ing which sadly lacked sus¬ 
pense with a sixth win in the 
past seven Tours 
Once again, Team Sky rid¬ 
ers have been untouchable 
on the roads of France, 
controlling the race with 
ease as Thomas became 
the third Briton to win the 
Tour after Bradley Wiggins 
and four-time champion 
Chris Froome. 

Since Wiggins won in 2012 
wearing a Team Sky jer¬ 
sey, the richest team in the 
peloton has claimed every 
edition ofthe race except 
one, in 2014 when Froome 
crashed out and Vincenzo 
Nibali of Italy emerged vic¬ 
torious 

Even the expulsion of Gi¬ 


anni Moscon for punch¬ 
ing a rival during Stage 15 
had no effect on Sky's well- 
oiled machine, asthe team 
managed by Dave Brails- 
ford completed a fourth 
consecutive Grand Tour 
win. 

'We were well behind our 
goals the year we started, 
we did better the next 
year then we won the Tour 
with Bradley," said Brails- 
ford, who has supervised 
the team since it was cre¬ 
ated in 2010. 'ChrisFroome 
learned a lot by riding 
alongside Bradley, he 
gained a lot of experience, 
then Geraint learned from 
Chris. It is passed on from a 
generation to the next. We 
are always thinking about 
the future." 

Although Thomas has yet 
to extend his contract with 
Sky, both he and Froome 
are expected to be part 
of the team next season. 
At 32, Thomas is in the best 
form of his life while the 
33-year-old Froome will try 
again to equal five-time 
Tour winners Jacques An- 
quetil, Eddy Merckx, Ber¬ 


nard Hinault and Miguel 
Indurain. 

More talent is already 
emerging behind them in 
Egan Bernal, the 21-year- 
old Colombian rider who 
competed at his first Tour 
this summer. Bernal did 
amazing work for Thomas 
and Froome in the moun¬ 
tains, assisting both in the 
final Pyrenees stage. De¬ 
spite his relentless efforts as 
a domestique, Bernal still 
managed a 15th-place fin¬ 
ish overall. 

In addition to Bernal, Brails- 
ford has also recruited two 
ofthe brightest prospects in 
cycling, 21-year-old Pavel 
Sivakov and Tao Geoghe- 
gan Hart, who is 23-yea rs- 
old. 

"My job is to look three or 
four years ahead," Brails- 
ford said. 'Our riders in their 
30's won't be there forever. 
Within the next two orthree 
seasons, I will have the 
opportunity to add other 
youngsters in the group.This 
year, Egan has been look¬ 
ing very carefully at was 
Chris does, he kept asking 
questions, looked at every¬ 


thing we do to win the Tour. 
It was the best possible ex¬ 
perience forthe future." 
Sky's riva Is ha ve ofte n c o m- 
plained of a lack of means 
in attempting to dethrone 
the British giant at the Tour. 
Sky has an estimated bud¬ 
get of $40 million, about 
double thatofTom Dumou- 
lin'sSunweb team. 

'Of course, they have more 
money to spend, it makes 
life easier sometimes," said 
Dumoulin, the runner-up to 
Thomas. 'Of course, having 
a big budget matters. But 
it would be too easy to say 
that Geraint Thomas had a 
big advantage just with this 
team. He wasthe strongest 
rider." 

Brailsford is adamant it's 
not just the money, but a Iso 
Sky's expertise in develop¬ 
ing talents that help him 
lure the best riders. 

"Bernal has a very, very 


modest income," he said. 
'When compared to the 
average World Tour in¬ 
come, it's not much, most 
of the riders are making 
more money." 

David Lappartient, presi¬ 
dent of cycling'sgoveming 
body, has suggested that 
a salary cap limiting team 
spending could be intro¬ 
duced to ensure more sus¬ 
pense in the future, while 
TourdirectorChristian Prud- 
homme would like to see 
a ban on power meters 
monitoring cyclists'watts to 
make the race lesspredict- 
able. 

"Because of these power 
meters, riders know for how 
many kilometers and min¬ 
utes they can sustain their 
effort," Prudhomme said. 
"Because of that, bluff strat¬ 
egies have disappeared 
from the race, and they 
should return. 
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J apart website offers anonymity for variety of grievances 



Sorehara: the Anonymous Harassment Reporting Service 

You don't have to suffer alone- get help from the cat who seeks justice! 


This photo provided by Quaeroie Co., Ubd., shows the homepage of the Sotehaia website that 
features Sore-neko, “the cat who seeks justice." 

Associated Press 


By NICOLA SHANNON 
Associated ness 
TOKYO (AP) — A cartoon 
cat in a purple robe bran¬ 
dishes a tiny gavel as it 
comforts another cat yowl¬ 
ing from abuse: The images 
welcoming visitors to Sore¬ 
hara, a Japanese website 
for anonymous complaints 
about harassment and oth¬ 
er grievances, are decep¬ 
tively endearing. 

'You don't have to suffer 
alone. Get help from the 
cat who seeks justice," it 
says 

Sorehara, an abbrevia¬ 
tion of the Japanese for 
"That's harassment," was 
devised by a 21-year-old 
college student and, like 
many #MeToo apps and 
websites, is meant to help 
victims of abuse safely fight 
back against their tormen¬ 
tors 

It allows users to send 
anonymous complaints by 
email, without registering 
any personal information 
and isgaining popularity in 
Japan, despite some con- 
cemsoverthe potential for 
its misuse. 

On-the-job harassment is 
gaining attention as the 
#MeToo movement slow¬ 
ly takes root here. Sexual 
harassment claims have 
brought on recent resigna- 
tionsof high-profile officials, 
pop stars and professors. 

But the website doesn't fo¬ 
cus just on sexual misbe¬ 
havior. Sorehara goes to 
very Japanese extremes 
in allowing users to register 
their disapproval electroni¬ 


cally to those who offend 
them in all sorts of ways, in¬ 
cluding indulging in garlic, 
wearing excessive perfume 
or smelling too strongly of 
cigarette smoke. 

Victim blaming can be 
severe in highly conform¬ 
ist Japan so anonymity is 
essential for helping them 
feel safe, says Tatsuki Yo- 
shida, 21, who developed 
Sorehara and founded his 
start-up Quaerere last year. 
"InJ apan, companiesdon't 
like to deal with harass¬ 
ment issues. People who 
raise their voices about 
harassment usually just get 
moved to a different de- 
partmentormaybe given a 
raise. Or they get fired," he 
told The Associated Press 
in a recent interview in Fu¬ 
jisawa, southwest of Tokyo. 
A college sophomore, he is 


taking time off from hisstud- 
iesto workon Sorehara. 
Inappropriate behavior 
and unwanted sexual ad¬ 
vances, repugnant and 
dangerousasthey can be, 
a re just pa rt of a universe of 
gripes people might have 
about their co-workers. 

So Sorehara offers users 
various options, including 
"power harassment," bul¬ 
lying, alcohol harassment, 
sexual harassment and 
even "smell harassment." 
Next, they chose the level 
of severity, ranging from 
mere annoyance to threat¬ 
ening legal action. They fill 
in the email and a name 
or nickname of the person 
accused of the misbehav¬ 
ior, but not their own email 
or name. The Japanese- 
language site gives an 
option to delay sending 
the message for up to two 
months, to reduce the pos¬ 
sibility of the accuser being 
recognized. 

Recipientsgetan email po¬ 
litely notifying them of the 
harassment claim, asking if 
they recognize it and giv¬ 
ing a choice of responses 
such as: "I will reflect on my 
behavior," or "I have done 
nothing wrong." 

An English version was re¬ 
leased recently, and a Ko¬ 
rea n-language version is in 
the works. 

The #MeToo era has in¬ 
spired companies, colleges 
and support groups to de¬ 
vise all sorts of apps and 
otheronline support for vic¬ 
tims of sexual harassment 
and other a buses. 


Some, like Protibadi in Ban¬ 
gladesh, HarassMap in 
Egypt and bSafe use map¬ 
ping and GPS technology 
to help protect people by 
identifying potentially un¬ 
safe locations or notifying 
a usehs friends if the per¬ 
son seems to be in trouble. 
Al-powered chatbots like 
Spot, developed in Califor¬ 
nia, automate harassment 
reporting. Others focus on 
support and counseling for 
victims. Few combine ano¬ 
nymity with direct online 
complaints the way Sore¬ 
hara does 

Some worry that this ano¬ 
nymity could invite abuse 
because the claims can't 
be verified, and because 
many Japanese tend to 
view simple annoyances 
like body odor as grievous 
soc ia I tra nsg ressio ns. 
'There'sa possibility that the 
person you say isa harasser 
is not really harassing," said 
Yoko Iwasaki of Cuore C 
Cube Co., a business man¬ 
agement consulting com¬ 
pany in Tokyo that focuses 
on harassment and diver¬ 
sity issues. 

'That person who receives 
that email from Sorehara 
might feel very weird and 
attacked. 

Sending that kind of mes¬ 
sage can also be harass¬ 
ment," she said. 

But Hiroaki Morio, a profes- 
soratKansai University, says 
he just believes the website 
is meant to be "light-heart¬ 
ed." 

'They're trying to make ha¬ 
rassment easier to deal 


with,"Morio said. 

Despite the wider recogni¬ 
tion of sexual harassment 
as a problem, Japanese 
thinking has not changed 
much and as most people 
still feel unable to speak 
up, so anonymous outlets 
like Sorehara can help, 
says Mayumi Haruno, who 
became the first J apanese 
woman to sue alleging 
on-the-job sexual harass¬ 
ment after she was forced 
out of her job in the 1980s 
She won 1.65 million yen 
($15,000) in damages in 
a lawsuit that she filed in 
1989. 

Social media that allow 
anonymity, like Une, Twit¬ 
ter and Mixi are popular in 
Japan and in neighboring 
South Korea, where Blind, 
an anonymous message 
board app for employees, 
launched a #MeToo mes¬ 
sage board early this year. 

"I think people are still afra id 
to make things public be¬ 
cause they're afraid of a 
backlash," said Kyum Kim, 
co-founder of TeamBlind, 
which started the Blind app 
in 2013 and has offices in 
San Francisco, Seoul and 
Tokyo. 

"I think that's the culture 
rig ht now in J a pa n a nd Ko¬ 
rea." 

Sorehara says it sends 
about 50 complaints a 
day. Most people who get 
them accept orat least ac¬ 
knowledge them, suggest¬ 
ing most claims are genu¬ 
ine, Yoshida said. 

He says Sorehara is meant 
more to open lines of 
communication and raise 
awareness than to provide 
a formal way to report or 
solve harassment cases 
Different people draw so¬ 
cial lines in different places, 
Yoshida says, so he wants 
Sorehara to help people 
educate each other. 
Several companies, includ¬ 
ing one with a bout 200 em¬ 
ployees, are working with 
Sorehara to use the service 
internally, and Yoshida says 
he isa Iso collaborating with 
counseling services. 

"I don't think companies 
are really changing inter¬ 
nally," Yoshida said. 

"But they are scared about 
their image, so at least 
they are paying more 
attention. 
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fiOMEr?! Md^RS 

WWW.ARUBAHOMEMINDERS.COM 
Tel: (297) 733-4663 
info@arubahomeminders.com 



Opal 223 Surfside Residences 


Salma Cerca 37B 


Cava Ritmo 35M 


Rooi Santo 25M 


4 bed/ 3 bath w lock off apartment 5 bedroom home w private pool close 4 bedroom home perfect location 


steps from community pool 


near Eagle beach & supermarkets 


& outdoor kitchen 


lech stocks tumble again, pulling US indexes lower 



rader Gordon Charlop workson the floor of the New York Stock Exchange, Monday, J uly 30, 
2018. 

Associated Press 


By SIAN C HOE 
MARLEY J AY 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) - Technol¬ 
ogy stocks a re falling again 
Monday as recent Wall 
Street favorites like Twitter, 
Alphabet and Facebook 
extend their losses from 
last week. It's a sharp turn¬ 
around for a group that 
had long been the stock 
market's undisputed lead¬ 
er. 

A jump for energy stocks 
helped to offset the losses, 
but U.S. indexes were still 
modestly lower ahead of 
a busy week full of central- 
bank meetings, corporate 
earnings reports and the 
monthly U.S. jobs report. 
KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 lost 17 points, or0.6 per¬ 
cent, at 2,801 as of 1 p.m. 
Eastern time, and the Dow 
Jones industrial average 
lost 116 points, or 0.5 per¬ 
cent, to 25,334. 

The Nasdaq composite has 
more technology stocks 
among its ranks, and it fell 
116 points, or 1.5 percent, 
to 7,621. It's on pace for its 
third straight loss of at least 
1 percent, which would 
be the first time that has 
happened in nearly three 
years. 

fhe losses were concen¬ 
trated in technology stocks 
Overall slightly more stocks 
rose on the New York Stock 
Exchange than fell. 

TECH LOSSES: Technol¬ 
ogy stocks in the S&P 500 
slumped 2.3 percent, far 


worse than any of the oth¬ 
er sectors of the index. It 
follows a rough week for 
the industry after reports 
from Facebook and Twitter 
raised concemsabouttheir 
growth, sending their stock 
prices plummeting. Twit- 
terdropped 7.8 percent to 
$31.44following its20.5 per¬ 
cent plunge on Friday. 
Facebook fell another 4.4 
percent to $167.20 Mon¬ 
day and has dropped 23 
percent in just three days. 
Google's parent company, 
Alphabet, sank2.2 percent 
to $1,225.07. 

Amazon lost 2.3 percent 
to $1,774.88. Netflix, which 


also plunged after a dis¬ 
appointing quarterly re¬ 
port this month, gave up 
another 5.2 percent to 
$336.65. Uke Twitter, Netf¬ 
lix has roughly doubled in 
value overthe lastyearbut 
hasfallen sharply in J uly. It's 
down 19.6 from its record 
high J uly 9. 

Even with its recent tumble, 
the technology sector of 
the S&P 500 is up 25 per¬ 
cent overthe last year. The 
S&P 500 itself is up 13 per¬ 
cent o ve r tha t time. 

HIGH ENERGY: Energy com- 
paniesclimbed asthe price 
of benchmark U.S. oil spurt¬ 
ed higher by 1.9 percent 


to $70.01 a barrel. Brent 
crude, the international 
standard, rose 1 percent to 
$75.55 a barrel in London. 
TARIFTTALK: Caterpilia r sur¬ 
passed Wall Street expec¬ 
tations in the second quar¬ 
ter and raised its forecasts 
for the year as the con¬ 
struction market remained 
strong. The company said 
new tariffs will cost it $100 
million to $200 million this 
year but will make up for it 
by raising prices. Caterpillar 
rose 0.9 percent to $143.78. 
MeatproducerTyson cut its 
profit forecast because of 
rising tariffs and uncertainty 
about trade policies. "The 


company said tariffs by the 
U.S. and other countries a re 
affecting both imports and 
exports.The stockhasbeen 
plunging since late J anuary 
and lost another 6.9 per¬ 
cent to $59.17 Monday. 
RATE WATCH: The Federal 
Reserve will begin a two- 
day meeting Tuesday on 
interest-rate policy. The 
Fed has said that it may 
raise rates two more times 
in 2018, but few economists 
expect a move at this up¬ 
coming meeting. 

More action may come 
from the Bank of England, 
which is expected to raise 
its key interest rate by a 
quarter of a percentage 
point on Thursday as infla¬ 
tion remains high. The Bank 
of J a pan will also be meet¬ 
ing this week. 

YIELDS: The yield on the 10- 
year Treasury note rose to 
2.97 percent from 2.96 per¬ 
cent late Friday. It's been 
climbing forthe last couple 
of weeks and is close to 
breaching 3 percent for 
the first time since May. 
JOB GAINS: The U.S. jobs re¬ 
port is usually the most an¬ 
ticipated piece ofeconom- 
ic data each month, and it 
arrives on Friday. Both the 
job market and economy 
have been strong recently, 
and economists expect Fri¬ 
day's report to show that 
employers added 193,000 
jobsinj uly. That would be a 
slight slowdown fromj une's 
growth of 213,000.0 


US pending home sales rose 0.9 percent in J une 


By JOSH BO AK 
Associated ness 
WASHINGTON (AP) — More 
Americans signed con¬ 
tracts to purchase homes 
in J une compared to May, 
but the volume of pending 
sales has slipped over the 
pa st year. 

The National Association of 


Realtors said Monday that 
its pending home sales in¬ 
dex rose 0.9 percent last 
month to 106.9. But on a 
yearly basis, pending home 
sales have fallen 2.5 per¬ 
cent. 

There are signs that home¬ 
buying has stalled in recent 
months due to the mix of 


rising prices, higher mort¬ 
gage ratesand a dearth of 
sales listings. 

On a monthly basis, pend¬ 
ing sales increased in all 
four geographic regions: 
Northeast, Midwest, South 
and West. O 



Stay at Sasaki Apartments 
i Lilly I'll mi slic'd studios, 
■ekceYle rffil cj c a t ion ; near 


partm 


DIRECT RESERVATIONS at www.sasakiapts.com 
Telephone: 5877482 


Bubali 143, in front of SuperFood Plaza Mall 
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Mutts 




Blondie 


WHAT'SY IT'S A CARTOONIZER 
THAT?y\ APP FOR MESSAGING/. 

YOU CAN MAKE z 
; YOURSELF INTO A COMIC 



DELETE THAT MONSTROSITY/ 
k. I'M RUNNING AN OFFICE, 
NOT AN ANIMATION STUDIO// 

IlrH) 


WAS 
JUST 
HAYIN' 
FUN, 
SOS s 


7-31 I 


( REALITY IS LOONY ENOUGH ) 
^AROUND HERE WITHOUT THAT< 
BOBBLEHEAD GOING CARTOON 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 

TPQOrr ^ 

ASK07 m 
TO W/STCH m 
©AMLY'SPEIS 
wwie w/'K 
cm vacation.. 




IT'S A BIG P^POK&lSIUTY FOP 

m akip wo&jep's iob ms to * 

NA6 we ABOUT IT TWICE A DAY. 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ 7/31 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Make an effort 
4 Forest fire 
residue 

9 Fillet of fish 
dish 

13 Fictional captain 

15 Sandbank 

16 “An apple _ 
keeps the doctor 
away” 

17 Cartoon bear 

18 Sicker than 
before 

19 Diet successfully 

20 Hold spellbound 

22 _ and crafts 

23 Angry 

24 Prof.’s degree, 
often 

26 Soap opera 
29 Nice 

34 Contaminate 

35 _ as an ape 

36 Suture 

37 Called 

38 Clever remarks 

39 Bring on board 

40 Commercials 

41 Gas and coal 

42 Shampoo brand 

43 Unequaled 

45 14-line poem 

46 Soil turner 

47 Group of 
hoodlums 

48 Hideous 
51 Required 

56 Motorist’s woe 

57 Hay bundles 

58 Gather a 
harvest 

60 “Yikes! That 
hurt!” 

61 Uneven 

62 Shout 

63 _like; appear 

to be 

64 Concluded 

65 Door opener 

DOWN 

1 “Love _ 
neighbor” 

2 Housetop 

3 Meditative 
exercise 

4 Like Jacuzzi 
waters 
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5 Glowed 

6 Circle dance 

7 Vane direction 

8 Pullman cars 

9 Cool dishes 

10 Skunk’s 
defense 

11 Final 

12 Peepers 

14 Smooching 

21 Outer garment 

25 “Make _ while 
the sun shines” 

26 Thin piece of 
leather 

27 _ cologne; 
perfume 

28 Dishwasher 
cycle 

29 Buckets 

30 Cold sore sites 

31 Thai or Chinese 

32 Chutzpah 

33 Twitter post 

35 Red, blue, 

yellow, etc. 

38 Leading 
socialite 

39 Budapest’s 
nation 


Monday’s Puzzle Solved 
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41 Woman’s 
nickname 

42 Male children 

44 Musical beat 

45 Talked back 

47 Honking birds 

48 Martian vehicles, 
for short 

49 Adhesive 


50 Frilly trimming 

52 Make money 

53 Lump of dirt 

54 Emit a strong 
smell 

55 Ivy League 
school 

59 Layer of wood 
thickness 


©2018 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Classifieds 


For Immediate Sale 
Renaissance 

Week 26 + 27 
Unit 2120 Ground Floor 
Together: US $2500,- @ wk 
Separately: US $2550,- @ wk 
Call 737-3006 

info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

For Immediate Sale 
Renaissance 

Week 38 Unit 2503 
Fifth Floor Pool/Ocean V 
Price: US $2750,- 
Call 737-3006 

info@buyarubatimeshares.com 

www.buyarubatimeshares.com 

_209953 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

iamily house with three 
bedrooms and two bathrooms 
situated at Washington on 
property land and for $205,000 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_209844 

Psychic Natalie 

will read the stars & the heavens 
1:u fullfill your destiny & solve all 
your problems 0018 178516474 
Danika can & will remove nega¬ 
tivity from areas of life 
001 8473121151 

_209697 

ASSOCIATED REALTORS 
For Sale 

Old style two story kunuku 
house on a hill with ocean view 
in Kamay/ Noord for $278,000 
Call Mito at 593 6318 

_209844 



Violence Against Women 


ARUBA 



DUSHI 


Sale /Rent Timeshares 
Divi Phoenix Unit 1402 

Pent H 1 BR„1 /2Bath ,9/1 To 
9/8 29WKS,4500BO$ 

Also Wk 34,8/25 Poolstudio 
3600.BO and a Beach club 
WKS 33/34,8/18 Cheap 

FOR RENT / SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 
Aug.4-11 wk31 
Aug.11-18 wk 32 
two bedroom, pool/ocean view 
Call 941 343 1088 USA 
or 587 4000 Paradise, Fred 
Only Aug.13-14-15 

_209841 


Timeshares Rent/Sale 
Divi Golf 

1 Birdie,26WKS 1 BR,2 Bath 
Unit 2316, Granite W/Dryer 
,29WKS 3995.BO 
Rent 895.$ and studio 
Rm4201,Birdie,26 WKS 3300. 
bo.$Rent 825. Also Divi Dutch 
village. 

Studio RM 128,9/1 To 9/8 3300. 
BO $Rent 795 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508 651 0016 

_209951 
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Editor 

Caribbean Speed Printers N.V. 
Aruba Bank N.V. Acc. #332668 
Caribbean Mercantile Bank N.V. 

Acc. #23951903 
RBC Royal Bank Acc. #1330772 

A»i£tdHt Director 

Xiomara Arends 

Editor in Chief 

Linda Reijnders 

(linda.reij nders@cspnv.com) 

Editors 

Richard Brooks 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Stiles 

Linda Reijnders 

(linda.reijnders@cspnv.com) 

Marijke Croes 

Classifieds 

Rachelle Danje 

(rachelle.danje@cspnv.com) 

Distribution and Collection 

accounling@bondia.com 

Social / Website 
Jeancarlo Trinidad 

Weststraat 22 
T: 582-7800 

E: news@arubatoday.com 
W: www.orubatodoy.com 
Q @arubatoday 


FOR SALE TOWN HOUSE 
Financing possible 

656 ft from beach, 2 bedrooms 
2,5 bathrooms, floor 1,399 sg ft 
Price $320,000 
yearly tax: 925 
Montly maintenance: $350 
text or call: (297)592 4431 
Mail: gabriel@realtyaruba.com 

_209846 


Psychic Riley 

let me help solve your problems 
in love marriage finance career 
and family with immediate 
results 

Call 001 747271 9899 
wyattearp14@sbcglobal.net 

_209659 


La Cabana B&C 

1 BR WK # 31 or 32 Room 
#241 A 

Friday Check in $5K 
Rent: 3 August to 10 August 
$900 Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Marriott Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 32 Room #2337 
1 BR WK # 35 Room #2327 
Pool/Ocean View $5K Each 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Aruba Divi Phoenix 

1 BR WK # 30 Room # 623 
33 weeks remain $9.5K 
Casa Del Mar $7.5 K 

2 BR WK# 34 Room# 1319 
Call : 630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

Marriott Ocean Club 

1 BR Gold Ocean View $5K 

2 BR Gold Ocean View $7.5K 
Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Gold Garden View $ 5K 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For Sale 
Ponton 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath Apartment 
Swimming Pool/Bar $350 K 
Esmeralda 

4 Bedroom, 2 Bath , Apartment 
swimming pool $420K 
Call :630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

House For Sale 
Opal 

3 Bedroom ,2 Bath $250K 
Soledad 

4 Bedroom 2 Bath 
apartment $370K 
Call:630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 

_209954 


;i'BUY WE 

fife 

Prtviic Owner “ OUT 

Vi□ lit our wybsila: 

www. buyaru baft mas harea.com 
www.fem in rubati im es hares, co m 


Contact us for more listings 
Call 7373006 
inf o@buy arubatlmeshares, com 


SPECIALS 

OF THE WEEK 


ftanal&MncA! 

Wk 37, Unit 2332 $3,500 

Fkwfrfarbvi View 

Wk 36, Unit 2903 *3,500 

Mti fharJPtiei View 

La Cabana: 

Wk 37, Unit 214C *2,000 
Wk S2, Unit 229C *3,000 


Renaissance 


SPECIAL DEALS!! 

Wk 23, Unit 2320 S3,750 

Hoor/Hartor Vi'ew 

Wk 24, Unit 2509 $3,750 

5 tfi F10QT/Qc**n WiW 

Wk 25, Unit 2120 *2,950 

Iff HoorWartier W#w 

Wk 27, Unit 2120 $2,950 

FSoor/Harbor Wtw 

Wk 27, Unit 2149 $6,000 

FfcwttCMO VT $w 

Wk 27, Unit 2535 *3,000 

51 rt Fibor/Pd* 1 View 

Wk 20, Unit 2517 *4,500 

FtoQr/pQQf&Ocwan View 

Wk 20, Unit 2524 $6,500 

SW jFftwHtrfWf view 

Wk 32, Unit 2500 *5,750 

aft HlMfWiOCWfl VFiW 

Wk 32, Unit 2332 *3,500 

jpfctfeHirfwr View 

Wk 33, Unit 2332 $3,500 

Vitw 

Wk 34, Unit 2121 *5,000 

M FfQQr/Poai View 

Wk 34, Unit 2123 $5,000 

J6f Fkxw/Poot VW 

Wk 34, Unit 2515 $3,750 

Sfi FIoorAW Vf*w 

Wk 35, Unit 2120 *4,000 

GTBi/rtd VI*W 

Wk 35, Unit 2315 $3,500 

Ffow/Puol Vie w 

Wk 35, Unit 2340 $6,500 

Front 

Wk 36, Unit 2503 *2,750 

&h Ftocr/Qzw Freni 


La Cabana 


Wk 27, Unit 114 b/c $5,000 

Pool View 

Wk 28, Unit 112 b/c $5,000 

Foot View 

Wk 30 Unit 227A $4000 
Wk 33, Unit 213C $4 a 0GQ 

Vw 

Wk 35, Unit 140C/226C $5,000 

Poot V>aw 


Divi 


Oirri Dutch Vtfi&ge 

Wk 9, Unit 14110,000 
Divi Dutch Village 
Wk 17 a Unit 130 $5,000 
Drvt Dutch Wtaga 
Wk 19, Unit 72 $4.000 060 
Divi Phcenix/Ocaan View 

Wk 6, Unit 706 $15,000 
Divi Vlllagei Very motivated seller 
Weak 43, Unit 720ft, *3,500 

(O l d prioa $ 7, 3 50} 

BeKhforfl Oobw Suto, to Vk&t 


Costa Linda 


Wk 25, Unit 5010 $12,000 
Wk 25, Unit 5016 $12,000 
Wk 20. Unit 1 $12,000 


Casa del Mar 


Wk 34 Unit 1428 $2,500 

Poo) view 


Tropicana 


Wk 29, Unit 1543 $2,750 

Wks 29-32, Unit 5557 $4,000 ea wk 
Wk 32, Unit 3526 $6,000 


Occidental 


Wk S2 a Wk 1,1 Bedr $50,000 for both 
Wk 7, $35,000 2 Bedr 


La Quinta 


Wk 33/34 Unit 103 $5,000 


SAVE $$**$$$$$$ 


Contact us for more listings 

Call 7373006 

i of o@buy arubatimeahares. com 

Sun Plaza Business Center 

L. 6 . smith bi vd. 160 - suite 125 

Oranjeslad, Aruba 


www.buya ruba times bares, com 


527 4000 

Imsan- San Nicolas 
524 8833 

DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Dr. Ramcharan Tel. 588 7701 

San Nicolas 

Dr. Boderie Tel. 584 5155 

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Maria Tel. 582 1253 
San Nicolas 

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 

OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Mobility Equip. Gire 
568 5165 

Urgent Care 586 0448 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


Y 


HEALTH 

Hospital 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 

115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Aruba Airlines 583 8300 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 

Venezolana 583 7674 

CRUISES 



August 1 

Monarch 

Freewinds 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Incapasitated 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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^SCIENCE 



Hopes rise again fora drug to slow Alzheimer's disease 



This Oct 7, 2003 file photo shows a section of a human 
brain with Alzheimer's disease on display atthe Museum of 
Neuioanatomy atthe University at Buffalo, in Buffalo, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


By MARILYNN MARCHIONE 
AP Chief Medical Whiter 
CHICAGO (AP) — Hopes 
are rising again fora drug to 
alterthe course of Alzheim¬ 
er's disease after decades 
of failures An experimental 
therapy slowed mental de¬ 
cline by 30 percent in pa¬ 
tients who got the highest 
dose in a mid-stage study, 
and it removed much of 
the sticky plaque gumming 
up their brains, the drug's 
makers said Wednesday. 
The results have been high¬ 
ly anticipated and have 
sent the stock of the two 
companies involved soar¬ 
ing in recent weeks 
Ihe drug from Eisai and 
Biogen did not meet its 
main goal in a study of 856 
participants, so overall, 
it was considered a flop. 
But company officials said 
that 161 people who got 
the highest dose every two 
weeks for 18 months did 
significantly betterthan 245 
people who were given a 
dummy treatment. 

Ihere are lots of caveats 
about the work, which was 
led by company scien¬ 
tists rather than academic 
researchers and not re¬ 
viewed by outside experts. 
The study a Iso wastoo small 
to be definitive and the re¬ 
sults need to be confirmed 


with more work, dementia 
experts said. But they wel¬ 
comed any glimmerof suc¬ 
cess after multiple failures. 
'We're cautiously optimis¬ 
tic," said Maria Carrillo, 
chief science officer of the 
Alzheimer's Association, 
whose international confer¬ 
ence in Chicago featured 
the results 

"A 30 percent slowing of de¬ 
cline is something I would 
want my family member to 
have," and the drug's ability 
to clear the brain plaques 
"looks pretty amazing," she 
said. 

About 50 million people 


worldwide have dementia, 
and Alzheimer's is the most 
common type. There is no 
cure— current medicines 
just ease symptoms. Some 
previous efforts to develop 
a drug to slow the disease 
may have been tried too 
late, after much damage 
had already occurred. The 
new drug aimed sooner, in 
people with early Alzheim¬ 
er's, and the drug works at 
an earlier step in formation 
of the sticky brain plaques. 
Study participants were 
given one of five doses of 
BAN2401ora dummy treat¬ 
ment via IV. After one year, 


the companies said the 
drug didn't meet statistical 
goals. But after 18 months, 
they saw a benefit in the 
highest dose group. 

What makes it tricky, 
though, is that they used a 
new way to measure men¬ 
tal decline, a scale that 
combines parts of three 
other widely used tests This 
is the first study to use that 
measure, and it's unclear 
how much of a difference 
a 30 percent slowing of de¬ 
cline makes — whether it 
allows someone to contin¬ 
ue to bathe orfeed himself, 
for instance. 

"It's intriguing, but these are 
designs we're not used to 
seeing," and it will require 
more study for doctors to 
feel comfortable with this 
as a measure of success, 
said one independent ex¬ 
pert, Dr. Julie Schneider 
of Rush University Medical 
Centerin Chicago. 

On one traditional measure 
of thinking skills, those atthe 
highest dose declined 47 
percent less than people 
given a dummy treatment. 
Brain scans added evi¬ 
dence that the drug might 
be effective. All partici¬ 
pants had signs of the 
sticky plaques that are the 
hallmark of Alzheimer's at 
the start of the study, but 81 


percent of people on the 
highest dose saw all signs 
of them disappear after 
18 months, an Eisai official 
said. 

Side effects leading to 
discontinuation of treat¬ 
ment occurred in 19 per¬ 
cent of those on the high 
dose and 6 percent of the 
dummy treatment group. 
Cases of brain swelling, 
which have been seen in 
other treatments targeting 
the plaques in the brain, 
occurred in two people in 
the placebo group and 16 
of those in the high dose 
group. 

Other dementia experts 
were encouraged. 

'That's a very hopeful out¬ 
come. It means we may be 
on the right track," said an¬ 
other scientist with no role 
in the work, Dr. Stephen 
Salloway, neurology chief 
at Brown University in Provi¬ 
dence, Rhode Island. 

Dr. Reisa Sperling, a neurol¬ 
ogist at Harvard-affiliated 
Brigham and Women's Hos¬ 
pital in Boston, said it's im¬ 
portant to realize that this 
is not a cure, just possibly a 
slowing of decline. 

'We're not suddenly return¬ 
ing people back to their 
pre-Alzheimer's baseline," 
she saidO 



In this photo taken Wednesday J uly 25, 2018, the wateisof 
Zegize Reservoir made gieen by cyanobacteria bloom that 
has led authorities to ban batheisffom getting into the water, 
in Zegize, near Warsaw, Poland. 

Associated Ftess 



Algae blooms force Poland to 
shutdown 50 Baltic Sea beaches 


WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

Thinking of a dip in the Bal¬ 
tic Sea to cool off from the 
unusually scorching Euro¬ 
pean summer? It's too hot 
for that. 

Authorities in Poland this 
week banned swimming 
at over 50 beaches along 
its Baltic coast, after hot 
weather led to the toxic 
growth of bacteria in the 


unusually warm sea. Baltic 
Sea water temperatures 
exceeded 23 degreesCel- 
sius (73.4F) in some places 
Thursday. 

Emergency water rescu¬ 
ers told vacationers on hot 
sandy beaches — from 
Swinoujscie in the west to 
Gdynia in the east — not to 
enter the sea, where thick 
green-brown cyanobac¬ 


teria colonies have grown 
and pose a health threat. 
Regional sanitation au¬ 
thorities have issued warn¬ 
ings that contact with the 
bacteria may cause aller¬ 
gies and rashes Drinking 
contaminated water can 
also lead to serious diges¬ 
tive problems. 

The Baltic Sea has not seen 
such intense growth of cy¬ 
anobacteria for 12 years. 
It results from exception¬ 
ally high air temperatures 
of 34 degrees Celsius (93.2 
degrees Fahrenheit) that 
have raised the tempera¬ 
tures of the usually cold 
Baltic. A similar ban has 
been issued for some in¬ 
land lakes and reservoirs, 
such asthe Zfegrze Resevoir 
nearWarsawO 
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Serious about laughter, National Comedy Center ready to open 


By CAROLYN THOMPSON 
Associated Press 
JAMESTOWN, N.Y. (AP) — 

Comedian Billy Crystal asks 
the question in a video that 
welcomesvisitorsto the Na¬ 
tional Comedy Center. 
"Everybody else has a 
place," he says. 'Why not 
us?" 

It may be asgood a reason 
asanyforthe construction 
of the high-tech new cen¬ 
ter devoted to what has 
made people laugh from 
Vaudeville to now. 

But there's more to it. 

The nonprofit center in 
Jamestown was inspired 
by hometown hero, Lu¬ 
cille Ball, who envisioned 
a place where comedy 
would be celebrated asan 
art form, "fhe city of about 
30,000 people in the south¬ 
west comer of New York 
already is home to the an¬ 
nual Lucille Ball Comedy 
Festival and the Lucille Ball 
Desi Amaz Museum. 

"But it was always (Ball's) 
preference that James¬ 
town become a destina¬ 
tion for the celebration of 
all comedy in a way that 
would foster and inspire 
the next generation of art¬ 
ists," says National Comedy 
Center Executive Director 
Journey Gunderson. 'What 
we've done here is finally 



In thisJuly 24, 2018 photo, Bonnie TangalosofChariotte, N.C., reviews a comedy profile created 
forherduring visit to the National Comedy Center in Jamestown, N.Y. 

Associated Press 


bring her vision to fruition." 
Located in a repurposed 
1930 art-deco train station, 
the center is part muse¬ 
um, part hall of fame and 
part video arcade, keep¬ 
ing visitors smiling as they 
move through displays of 
comedic artifacts There's 
the "puffy shirt" from a 1993 
"Seinfeld" episode and 
scripts from the 1960s "Dick 
Van Dyke Show" a long with 
lively immersive exhibits 
that invite visitors to explore 


sound effects and props 
and make cartoons and 
memes. 

The bravest can take the 
stage in 'Comedy Kara¬ 
oke," trying out lines from 
Jeff Foxworthy or others, 
or sit at a game show-like 
set and try to crack up an 
opponent. But there also 
are plenty of chances to 
laugh at the pros in action. 
A club-like comedy lounge 
shows stand-up bits, and a 
movie theater has clips of 


classic scenes with celeb¬ 
rity commentary. A holo¬ 
gram theater initially will 
feature J im Gaffigan'sevo¬ 
lution asa performer. 

The grand opening cele¬ 
bration starts Aug. 1. 

"I'm stunned by the tech¬ 
nology," says Andrew Tan- 
galos of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, who with his wife, 
Bonnie, waspartofa group 
invited to test the exhibits 
on Tuesday before the of¬ 
ficial opening. They started 


by selecting preferred co¬ 
medians, shows and mov¬ 
ies at a lobby kiosk. After 
tapping computer-chip 
enhanced bracelets at ex¬ 
hibits, the couple's last stop 
was a station that revealed 
their comedy profile. It told 
Bonnie she leaned toward 
satire and observational 
humor. 

The 37,000-square-foot 
(3,437-square-meter), $50 
million center received $9 
million in funding from New 
York state, along with pri¬ 
vate and federal support. 
The House of Representa¬ 
tives on J uly 23 una nimous- 
ly approved a bill designat¬ 
ing itasthe nation's official 
comedy center. U.S. Sen. 
Charles Schumer, whose 
cousin, comedian Amy 
Schumer is in the opening 
week lineup, is working on 
Senate action. 

'Comedy is important to 
celebrate as an art form 
because it's not been cel¬ 
ebrated at all, ever," co¬ 
median Lewis Black says 
on the center's welcom¬ 
ing video. He is part of the 
center's largely celebrity 
advisory board, along with 
Gaffigan, Carl Reiner, Lara- 
ine Newman, W. Kamau 
Bell, Paula Poundstone and 
othersO 


'Simpsons' creators bring feminism, young talent to new show 



Matt Greening, Abbi Jacobson, Eric Andre and J osh Weinstein, cast members of the Netflix 
series "Disenchantment;" pose for photo during the Netflix portrait session at Television Critics 
Association Slimmer Press four in Beverly hfills, Calif. 


By PABLO ARAUZPENA 
Associated ness 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— Matt Greening said his 
new adult cartoon series 
"Disenchantment" has a 
feminist component that 
sets it apart from his previ¬ 
ous shows 

Groening spoke to report- 
ersabout bringing fresh tal¬ 
ent to the Netflix show at a 
Sunday panel for the Tele¬ 
vision Critics Association, 
joined by the voice actors 
Abbi Jacobson and Eric 
Andre. 

He also highlighted the dif¬ 
ferences between the new 
project and his previous 
work, the long-running Fox 
series'The Simpsons." 

'One of the reasons that 
The Simpsons' is what it 
is, is because of the time 
constraints," he said. "In this 
show, we're able to let it 
breathe a little more which 


I find gratifying." 

The series notably stands 
out as an adult cartoon 


with a female lead. It fol¬ 
lows the misadventures of 
an alcoholic slacker prin¬ 


cess named Princess Bean, 
voiced by "Broad City" star 
Abbi Jacobson, who has 


everything but a sense of 
purpose. 

Joined by a personal de¬ 
mon named Luci, played 
by Andre, and a scruffy 
elf named Elfo (voiced by 
Nat Faxon), Bean creates 
mischief in the kingdom 
of Dreamland where she's 
infamous for her careless 
antics 

"Bean is such an anti-ste- 
reotypical princess from 
what we are used to see¬ 
ing,"said J acobson. 

Both Jacobson and An¬ 
dre have a built a follow¬ 
ing with the hard-to-win 
young adult audience in 
their shows "Broad City" 
and 'The Eric Andre Show." 
The stars shared theirstories 
of growing up watching 
'The Simpsons" and find¬ 
ing their place with Groe¬ 
ning and Josh Weinstein, 
creators and producers of 
"Disenchantment. 
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Octavia Spencer brings hair mogul's story Id Netflix 



In this Jan. 11, 2018, file photo, Octavia Spencer a nives at the 
23id annual Clitics? Choice Awards at the Barker Hangar in 
Santa Monica, Calif. 


By LYNN ELBER 
PABLO ARAUZPENA 
Associated Press 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) 

— A roundup of news from 
the Television Critics Asso¬ 
ciation summer meeting, 
at which TV networks and 
streaming services are pre¬ 
senting details on upcom¬ 
ing programs. 

SUCCESS STORY 
Octavia Spencer is bring¬ 
ing the remarkable saga 
of black haircare mogul 
Madam C.J. Walkerto tele¬ 
vision. 

Netflix said that Spencer 
will produce and star in 
a limited series about the 
outsized life of Sarah Breed¬ 
love, who was known pro¬ 
fessionally a s Wa Ike r. 

The eight-episode drama is 
based on the book"On Her 
Own Ground" by A'Lelia 
Bundles and includes bas¬ 
ketball star LeBron James 
asa producer. 

Walker became one of 
America's first self-made 
female millionaires by cre¬ 
ating and marketing hair 
products for African-Amer¬ 
icans at the tum of the 20th 
century. 

Netflix said the series will 


detail the hostility, rivalries 
and tumultuous personal 
life that marked Walker's 
life. 

Spencer is an Oscar-win¬ 
ning actress whose credits 
include 'The Shape of Wa¬ 
ter," "Hidden Figures" and 
'The Help." 

A release date for"Madam 
C.J. Walker" was not an- 


Associated ness 

nounced. 

A PRINCESS, GROENING 
STYLE 

MattGroening said his new 
adult cartoon series "Dis¬ 
enchantment" has a femi¬ 
nist component that sets 
it apart from his previous 
shows. 

Greening spoke to report- 
ersabout bringing fresh tal¬ 


ent to the Netflix show that 
included the voice actors 
Abbi Jacobson and Eric 
Andre. 

He also highlighted the dif¬ 
ferences between the new 
project and his previous 
work, the long-running Fox 
series'The Simpsons." 

'One of the reasons that 
'The Simpsons' is what it 
is, is because of the time 
constraints," he said. "In this 
show, we're able to let it 
breathe a little more which 
I find gratifying." 

The series notably stands 
out as an adult cartoon 
with a female lead. It fol¬ 
lows the misadventures of 
an alcoholic slacker prin¬ 
cess named Princess Bean, 
voiced by "Broad City" star 
Abbi Jacobson, who has 
everything but a sense of 
purpose. 

Joined by a personal de¬ 
mon named Luci, played 
by Andre, and a scruffy 
elf named Elfo (voiced by 
Nat Faxon), Bean creates 
mischief in the kingdom of 
Dreamland where she's in- 
fa mo us fo r he r c a re less a n- 
tics 

Both Jacobson and Andre 
have a built a following 


with the hard-to-win young 
adult audience in their 
shows "Broad City" and 
'The Eric Andre Show." The 
stars shared their stories of 
growing up watching 'The 
Simpsons" and finding their 
place with Greening and 
Josh Weinstein, creators 
and producers of "Disen¬ 
chantment." 

"Disenchantment" pre- 
mieresAug. 17 on Netflix. 
MORE MASTER? 

Netflix is standing by "Mas- 
terof None"and AzizAnsari 
despite a sexual-miscon- 
ductallegation against him 
earlierthisyear. 

Cindy Holland, a program¬ 
ming executive for the 
streaming service, said 
there's been thought given 
to a third season for the 
comedy starring and co¬ 
created byAnsari. 

She added that Netflix 
would "certainly be happy" 
to make another "Master 
of None" season with An- 
sari, but didn't commit to 
it or indicate what the pro¬ 
duction or release timeline 
might be. The show a bout a 
young, single actor in New 
York last aired in 20170 
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Lonely Planet has launched its first 
guidebooks to c ruising 


By The Assoc iated Press 

The travel publisher Lonely 
Planet has launched its first 
guidebooks to cruising. 

The three new books out 
this summer are 'Cruise 
Ports Alaska," "Cruise Ports 
Caribbean" and 'Cruise 
Ports Scandinavia & North¬ 
ern Europe." 

The books include color 
maps, reviews, recom¬ 
mendations for activities 
and outings in ports of 
call including shopping 
and dining, as well as tips 
on how to save time and 
money. 

The guide to Scandinavia 
and Northern Europe of¬ 
fers sections on Berlin, Am¬ 
sterdam, Copenhagen, 
Stockholm, Helsinki, Reyk¬ 
javik and St. Petersburg; 
Tallinn, Estonia, and Riga, 
Latvia; Gdansk, Poland; 
the Shetland and Orkney 


islands; and Oslo and Ber¬ 
gen in Norway. 

The Caribbean guide to 
"perfect days on shore" 
covers Miami, Cozumel, 
Mexico, the Cayman Is- 
la nd s, J a ma ic a, Ba ha ma s, 
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands, St. Kitts & Nevis, 
St. Martin, Turks & Caicos, 
Aruba, Antigua, Bonaire, 
Curacao and Barbados. 
The Alaska guide includes 
sections on Seattle and 
Vancouver, where most 
Alaska cruises originate, 
along with a look at Alas¬ 
kan ports, parks and desti¬ 
nations like Ketchikan, Sit¬ 
ka, Juneau, Haines, Skag- 
way, Whittier, Seward, An¬ 
chorage, Glacier Bay and 
Denali national parks. 

The guides also have sec¬ 
tions on trip-planning, in¬ 
cluding month by month 
guides and advice on 
choosing the right cruise 



This undated photo shows 
the cover of lonely Planets 
new guide to ciuising in 
Scandinavia and Northern 
Europe. 

Associated Press 

for you, along with tips on 
everything from visas to 
ground transportation to 
tours. 

The books retail for $20.0 
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Insider Q£A: Kid box designs its own fashions 



In this Monday, J une 25, 2018 photo, Kidbox CEO Miki Racine Beraidelli, shows products for her 
online styling service for kids, in New Yoik. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH PISANI 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Kidbox, 
the online styling service for 
children, isgrowing up. 

Ihe 2-year-old company, 
which ships a box of seven 
items to customers and 
charges only for what they 
keep, will soon start includ¬ 
ing fashions it designs itself 
based on customer feed¬ 
back. CEO Miki Racine Be¬ 
rn rde Hi says Kidbox will still 
offer clothing from the 110 
brands it works with, while 
the new lineswill help itadd 
more harder-to-find looks. 
Kid box's expansion comes 
asmore online retailers seek 
to dress youngsters. Stitch 
Fix, another online styling 
service with 2.7 million us¬ 
ers, is preparing to launch a 
children's version in time for 
the back-to-school season. 
And Amazon's try-before- 
you-buy Wardrobe service 
includes kids clothing and 
accessories. (New York- 
based Kidbox does not dis¬ 
close how many customers 
it has.) 

Racine Berardelli talked 
recently to The Associated 
Press about the competi¬ 
tion and other ways Kidbox 
may expand. The ques¬ 
tions and answers have 
been edited for clarity and 
length. 


Q: Stitch Fix is launching a 
kids' version. Are you con¬ 
cerned? 

A: I'm excited about it, be¬ 
cause it validates our busi¬ 
ness model and it really 
helps us tell our story. We 
are in the business of chil¬ 
dren; this is our specialty 
and we will be the best at 
it. 

Q: Who is Kid box's custom¬ 
er, the kid orthe parent? 

A: Both. They open the box 
together. It's very much 


an activity that they both 
look forward to and wait 
for each other to do. Mini 
fashion shows take place 
in living rooms all over the 
United States. 

Q: Do you reach out to kids 
fortheiropinions? 

A: We have a kids board of 
directors that we meet with 
every year. We actually 
established a board com¬ 
prised of children before 
we established a board 
comprised ofadults. 


Q: Have you made any 
changes based on their 
advice? 

A: Yes, we added Adidas, 
and we recently added 
Levi's to our mix. It's amaz¬ 
ing how brand savvy these 
children are. 

Q: If they're asking for Adi¬ 
das and Levi's, will they be 
happy with Kid box's pri¬ 
vate-label clothing? 

A: Absolutely. Kidbox is 
a vehicle of discovery. 
What we heard back from 


customers was that Kid¬ 
box brings brands into the 
household that they were 
never a ware of. 

Q: What kind of customer 
feedback or data are you 
using to design the cloth¬ 
ing? 

A: In general, a lot of the 
girl products in the market¬ 
place are designed very 
short. We had a lot of par¬ 
ents saying, "I want a more 
conservative dress silhou¬ 
ette for my daughter." So 
some of our dresses were 
developed with that in 
mind. 

Q: What else could you 
send in the box besides 
clothing? 

A: We think about toys, we 
think about books. We're 
currently in talks about 
launching into some of 
those categories. 

Q: Would the toys or books 
be shipped with the cloth¬ 
ing? 

A: Potentially. That's the 
beauty of running a startup, 
the possibilities a re endless. 
Q: Would you consider a 
physical store? 

A: Yes, I have a concept in 
my mind: A mobile store. 

Q: Like a truck? 

A: Yes. Right now, I'm vision 
without execution. But it's 
somebody else'sjob to ex¬ 
ecute my vision.□ 


Allegation c louds Bobby Brown's plan Ibrviolence shelter 



In this J une 25, 2017 file photo, Bobby Brown anives at the BET 
Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles 

Associated Press 


By JO NATHAN LANDRUM j r. 
Associated Press 
ATLANTA (AP) — Singer 
Bobby Brown plans to build 
a shelter for domestic vio¬ 
lence victims in honorof his 
late daughter despite alle¬ 
gations that he once hit his 
ex-wife Whitney Houston. 
Brown was set to receive 
a proclamation Monday 
from City of South Fulton 
MayorBill Edwardsand oth¬ 
er officials acknowledging 
his plans build the not-for- 
profit Bobbi Kristina Brown 
Serenity House. The shel¬ 
ter will also offer a 24-hour 
crisis intervention line and 
an emergency transitional 
shelter. 

Bobbi Kristina Brown, 22, 
was found unresponsive in 
a bathtub in 2015 and died 
aftersix months in a coma. 
Her estate sued her boy¬ 


friend, Nick Gordon, for 
wrongful death, accusing 
him of assault and other 
offenses An attorney for 
Gordon called the charges 
baseless, but after Gordon 
failed to defend himself in 
the civil case, a judge ruled 


against him in 2016 and or¬ 
dered him to pay $36 mil¬ 
lion. 

Bobbi Kristina Brown's 
mother, Houston, died in 
2012 after she drowned in 
a bathtub. Coroner's offi¬ 
cials ruled Houston's death 


accidental and said heart 
disease and cocaine were 
contributing factors. 

Last week, Brown speaking 
with reporters, said he still 
struggles with their deaths. 
He denied that his tumultu¬ 
ous marriage with Houston 
ever turned violent, despite 
a 2016 interview with ABC's 
Robin Roberts in which 
Brown said he once hit her. 
Houston called police just 
outside Atlanta in Decem¬ 
ber 2003 to report that 
Brown threatened to beat 
her a nd then hit her in the 
face, leaving her with a 
bruised cheek and a cut 
inside her lip. But Brown de¬ 
scribed the incident as a 
"little spat" saying the two 
were playfully "slap boxing" 
before Houston took one of 
hisjabsa "little serious" 

A judge in May 2004 ruled 


there was enough evi¬ 
dence for Brown to stand 
trial on misdemeanor 
battery charges and set 
a deadline about two 
months later for Brown to 
turn himself overto authori- 
tiesforfingerprinting. An As 
sociated Press report from 
the time says Brown and 
Houston exchanged smiles 
during the hearing and left 
the courtroom arm-in-arm. 
Brown turned himself in on 
J uly 11, 2004, a few hours 
before the court-imposed 
deadline, and was re¬ 
leased after posting a 
$2,000 bond. 

A notice from the Fulton 
County solicitor general's 
office says the case was 
dismissed in December 
2005. The reason prosecu¬ 
tors gave was: "Unable to 
contact the victim. 
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Ancient churches and origins of wine in Republic ofGeoigia 



This undated photo shows a vineyaid in the Republic of Georgia 's Kakheti region, with the Cau¬ 
casus Mountains in the distance. 

Associated Ftess 


By KEVIN BEGOS 
TBILISI, Georgia (AP) - 

Want to leam a bout the or¬ 
igins of winemaking? You'll 
have to go about 2,000 
miles(3,200 kilometers) east 
of Bordeaux, France, to the 
Republic of Georgia, in the 
Caucasus Mountains 
This beautiful and afford¬ 
able country has many 
other attractions for both 
budget and sophisticated 
tra velers. 

There are 1,000-year-old 
churches, wild mountains 
offering winter and sum¬ 
mer splendor, and coastal 
resortsonthe BlackSea. Af¬ 
ter being part of the Soviet 
Unio n fordec a des, Georgia 
declared independence in 
1991, and the country has 
embraced tourism and de¬ 
velopment. 

While visiting Georgia to re¬ 
search a book about the 
origins of wine, I kept hav¬ 
ing to choose between 
wine experiences and 
other tempting options 
Georgian architecture, 
food, wine and music is a 
multi-ethnic mix of East and 
West. Romans, Persians, 


Mongols, Arabs, and Rus¬ 
sians all fought to control 
the country over the last 
2,000-plus years. Now the 
people are overwhelming¬ 
ly Christian, yet street food 
and Georgian chants have 
a Middle Eastern or even 


Asian tinge. 

For wine lovers, a trip to 
Georgia is like going back 
to a vineyard Garden of 
Eden. Archaeological sites 
show that Georgians be¬ 
gan making wine at least 
5,000 years before the 
French. 

Patrick McGovern, a re¬ 
searcher at the University 
of Pennsylvania, has exam¬ 
ined 8,000-year-old Geor¬ 
gian pottery that is deco¬ 
rated with "grape clusters 
and jubilant stick-figures, 
with arms raised high, un¬ 
dergrape arbors,"and buri¬ 
al mounds contain omate 
gold and silver goblets with 
depictions of ancient drink¬ 
ing ceremonies. The clas¬ 
sic Georgian chant "Shen 
Khar Venakhi" ('Thou Art a 
Vineyard") was reputedly 
written by King Demetrius I 
in the 12th century. It is still 
popular at weddings. 

You can experience and 
taste some of the wine 
history throughout the 
Georgian countryside. 
Small wineries and many, 
many families still ferment 
grapes in oval clay con¬ 
tainers called qvevri, which 
may have inspired the 
later amphora of Greece 
and Rome. Georgia has 
hundreds of native wine 
grape varieties, including 
kisi, mtsvane, rkatsiteli and 
saperavi. Try the unfiltered 
and natural golden (or or¬ 
ange) wine style fora sense 


of how wine was first made 
thousands of yea rs a go. 

A 'Game of Thrones" epi¬ 
sode could be filmed in 
the eastern Kakheti region, 
which has numerous vine¬ 
yards. The Alaverdi mon¬ 
astery and winery, which 
datesto the year 1011, fea¬ 
tures a 170-foot (50-meter) 
towerand high stone walls, 
with beautiful icons inside 
the church. 

Father Gerasim, bearded 
and dressed in a traditional 
long black cassock, said 
the Ala verdi monksare car¬ 
rying on a tradition passed 
down through generations. 
"I remember when I was 
about 3 or 4 years old, my 
grandfather or father took 
me to the wine cellarevery 
time they went. Wine ties, 
and tied, the human be¬ 
ing to his community, to his 


land,"Gerasim said. 
Ancient rituals linger. Ev¬ 
ery September, Georgians 
from several ethnic and re¬ 
ligious backgrounds make 
a pilgrimage to Alaverdi 
called Alaverdoba. The 
festival, which now lasts for 
about a week, was in an¬ 
cient times a multi-week 
harvest celebration linked 
to pagan, pre-Christian 
moon cults. 

For outdoor pursuits, the 
Caucasus Mountains rise 
to more than 15,000 feet 
(4,600 meters), with glacial 
lakes and semi-tropical val¬ 
leys hidden throughout. It 
is untamed land, but also 
a botanical and human 
crossroads for Central Eu¬ 
rope, Central Asia, and the 
Middle East that is home to 
Anatolian leopards, bears, 
wolves, lynx and golden 
eagles. 

Researchers from the Chi¬ 
cago Botanic Garden 
found that the Cauca¬ 
sus contains 6,400 distinct 
groupsof plants in a region 
about the size of Minne¬ 
sota. In layman's terms, the 
isolated mountain valleys 
may have helped nurture 
and protect different spe¬ 
cies, like natural time cap¬ 
sules 

Back in Tbilisi, the capital, 
you'll find a mix of quaint 
old world neighborhoods 
and trendy new riverfront 
areas. The Georgian State 
Museum has a fine range 
of cultural and historical ex¬ 
hibits Small bakeries make 
chewy, crisp, khachapuri 
bread. Shaped like a small 
alien spacecraft, try it with 
the traditional melted 
cheese and egg in the 
center. □ 





This undated photo shows Alavetdi Monastery nearAkhmeta, in 
the Republic ofGeoigia. 

Associated Press 



This undated photo shows a farmhouse bakery in the country¬ 
side east of Tbilisi, the Republic of Georgia's capital. 

Associated Press 









